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TAVOY. 
JOURNAL OF MR. THOMAS. 
Extent of his ‘‘ parish,’’ 

Tavoy River, Dec. 30, 1853. — In one 
of the late Macedonians mention is made | 
of “Mr. Thomas’s parish.” But if I 
have a parish I am at a loss to know 
where it is. Whether it lies up the Ta- 
voy and onward to the Ya river, one 
hundred miles north of Tavoy; or in 
Mata and the region adjoining, some sev- 
enty-five miles to the east; whether it 
be fifty miles to south-east, in the Toung 
byouk region, or in the Mergui province, 
extending to Kabin or still further up the | 
Tenasserim river to a distance of 120, 
miles from Tavoy, — I am unable to tell. | 
But this is a fact: in all these places there 
are disciples and churches of Christ, 
and no missionary to guide them but 
myself. There are also heathen in all 
these reyions, about ten heathen Karens 
to one Christian. This proportion how- 
ever holds good only in these provinces. 
On the borders of Siam the Karens are | 
said to be very numerous. But there are 
no Christians. They have heard of their 
brethren in these provinces becoming 
24 
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Christians, and ask,“ Why do not the 
teachers come here also?” Now in order 
that the gospel may be carried thither, 
and to the heathen in these provinces, 
it is obviously important that the interests 
of the churches be carefully looked 
after. On such an errand we are now 
embarked. 


Visit to Mergui province — An old 
church — Self-support. 


Our company to attend the Associa- 
tion is small, —only myself and Mrs. 
Thomas, one Burmese and seven Karen 
disciples. The cholera, which is raging 
fearfully in the city and some of the vil- 
lages of Mergui, renders the meeting ci 
the Association very uncertain. Hence 
we direct our course to Pyeekhya, where 
we expect to learn the true state of the 
province. 

Jan. 9, 1854. — We find ourselves in 
a little boat floating out of the Pyeekhya 
river, bound to Kabin. We cannot 
learn that any disturbance has been cre- 
ated among the Karens by the cholera. 
Ilave spent three very pleasant days in 
and near Pyeekhya. We have not how- 
ever held our final meetings there, as the 
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assistant and some of the principal men 
had left, previous to our arrival, for the 
meetings in Kabin. 

I would like to present before the 
minds of those who love the cause of Je- 
sus in America the apparent Christian 
advancement of this church. But this 
would be impossible. Many of the 
church are no longer mere babes in 
Christ. They have been in the church 
about twenty years, and are men and 
women firm in the faith. As I arose to 
preach yesterday morning, I felt an awe 
similar to what I have often experienced 
in America before men venerable for 
Christian experience. 

But there is one thing connected with 
this and all the other churches in these 
provinces which causes me much anxiety. 
This church is aided by a missionary 
society. I am confident that the time 
has come when this and two or three 
other churches might support the means 
of grace among themselves. Late last 
evening I called the deacons of the 
church and told them my feelings. I 
told them if they supported their own 
teachers, the disciples in America would 
give none the less. On the contrary, they 
would give more as they heard of this 
and that church not requiring any more 
aid. I also pointed out to them the ne- 
cessity of sending preachers to unoccu- 
pied regions, which, as all Burmah is 
now opening to the American disciples, 
could not be done unless some of the 
old churches would support the gospel 
among themselves. 

They evidently felt the force of these 
and other reasons for supporting their 
own pastors, and I am confident they will 
do it at no very distant day. But I am 
aware it will not be best to urge this mat- 
ter too strenuously. As far as this church 
is concerned, here I intend to let the 
matter rest for the present year. 

Karen chapel-building. 

11.— We arrived to-day in Kabin, 
and found the disciples all well. Not 
one has fallen by the cholera, though I 
hear seven hundred in the city of Mer- 
gui alone have died with that dreadful 
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disease. We had been about a week 
tossed upon the waves or stranded upon 
shoals in our little boat, but to meet our 
brethren so well and cheerful caused us 
to forget the past and to entertain high 
hopes for the future. We find every. 
thing finely arranged for our entertain- 
ment and for the meetings of the Associ- 
ation. The broad new chapel where 
the people usually meet for worship 
has been partitioned off for our accommo- 
dation, and we are here constantly re- 
ceiving calls from the disciples, from all 
parts of the province. This house has 
not as much glory as the former chapel 
in Kabin. I think however it is deserv- 
ing of more. In itself it is superior to 
the former, and what adds to its glory is 
the fact that it was planned by Karen 
minds and built by their own hands; or, 
if either materials or labor cost money, 
the money was paid by the Karens 
themselves. All was done without a 
word of exhortation or advice from the 
missionary. The Association is to meet 
in a spacious temporary building, which 
was also built by the members of the 
Karen church. 

Had our first meeting with the breth- 
ren this evening. All but one of the as- 
sistants in this province were present. 
Kautu, the old literary Karen assistant, 
preached this evening from the first 
verse of the 110th Psalm. ‘The sermon 
was a brief but correct exposition of the 
text, with appropriate remarks on Christ 
as a powerful king putting all enemies 
under his feet. 

Meeting of the Association. 

14. — The sessions of the Association 
closed this forenoon. They were very 
profitable meetings. All the first day 
was spent in reading the letters and 
hearing reports from the churches and 
preaching stations, interspersed with two 
sermons and many prayers. In the ab- 
sence of Mr. Brayton the appointed 
preacher, the annual sermon was deliver- 
ed by his alternate, Kaulapau, from Acts 
ii. 2. It cannot be said of his discourse, 
as it seems to be fashionable to say of 
associational sermons at home, “ It was a 
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very able exposition of divine truth de- 
livered in the author’s peculiarly happy 
style ;” for, judged by the rules of ser- 
mon-making, it could hardly be called a 
sermon. But it did the people good, for 
it was full of pious remarks and warm 
Christian exhortation. 

The second day was mostly spent in 
the discussion of subjects most intimately 
connected with the prosperity of the 
common cause in these provinces. Some 
of the topics had been discussed in for- 
mer years, but were not yet acted upon 
by all the churches. These we thought 
necessary to keep before the minds of 
the people. The following resolution 
was discussed with much interest by 
nearly all the assistants : 

“As but few of the heathen have 
been converted during the past year, 
— Resolved, That we will humble our- 
selves before God and more earnestly 
pray for the outpouring of his Spirit.” 

And the following : 

“ Resolved, That in the future we will 
enlarge our contributions for the spread 
of the gospel.” 

The third day until noon was taken 
up principally in explaining the changes 
which have taken place in these provin- 
ces, viz. the removal of missionaries and 
the contemplated changes in the system 
of schools. Ihave good reason to believe 
that these measures were understood and 
their reasons appreciated by the Karens 
generally. 

It is not convenient at present to give 
the statistics of the churches composing 
the Association, as they have not all re- 
ceived the yearly visit of the missionary. 
I am able to state in general, that the 
churches are enjoying a good degree of 
prosperity, that they are at peace among 
themselves, that but few have died, and a 
still smaller number been subject to 
church discipline ; and that to the twen- 
ty-three churches not less than one hun- 
dred will appear to have been added by 
baptism the present year. 

Meetings with the church—Baptisms. 

We have closed the Association, but 
much yet remains to be done. Were 
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there another man to visit aad set in order 
matters in the churches, there would be 
left an abundance of work for me, even 
among the heathen Karens south of 
Pyeekhya. But I am alone, and nearly 
every church needs my presence at least 
for a short time. But as Mr. Brayton 
previous to his departure visited Ulah, I 
go no further south. 

15. Sunday evening.—Have just closed 
our meetings with the Kabin church, the 
old members of which remain as they 
wer? last year, except one —a venerable 
old man has fallen asleep in Jesus. This 
church has long been cursed with a large 
number of apostates who live near the 
village. Among this most hopeless class 
of persons there are at present indications 
of good. Three of them came into the 
covenant meeting of the church and con- 
fessed their sins. There was not however 
suflicient evidence of their reformation. 

There were five applicants for baptism, 
two of whom were a Chinaman and his 
Karen wife. They had for some time 
appeared like Christians, but being ex- 
tremely ignorant of the gospel they were 
advised to wait another year. The other 
three were baptized. This evening we 
have enjoyed a delightful communion 
season, the services being conducted by 
the two ordained pastors, Kaulapau and 
Komblompo. 


A small church enlarging—Restora- 
tions and baptisms—Interest among 
Burmans,. 


Themboung, Jan. 17.— Left Kabin 
yesterday morning at one o'clock and 
floated down the river with the tide. As 
this church is small, it has of late been 
usually visited by a native ordained pas- 
tor. But being without an assistant 
preacher, it seemed desirable that I should 
visit it this year in person. 

Here also five or six apostates came 
into the church meetings and confessed, 
three of whom were received again into 
fellowship. Another we think has really 
repented, but such is his connection with 
a second wife that the church could not 
receive him. He begged the privilege 
of living among the disciples and hearing 
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the word of God, and who were we to 
deny his request? The unconverted in 
the vicinity are in an unusually interest- 
ing state of mind, as also the Burmans, 
who seemed anxious to know the way of 
life. Some of them, perhaps in imitation 
of the Christians, cease to work upon 
the Sabbath day. Four interesting per- 
sons were baptized, when we sat down to 
the communion with the little church in- 
creased from nineteen to twenty-six. 
They now have an assistant. Though 
not the man I should have recommended, 
yet at their earnest request I consented 
to regard him as their teacher for the 
present year. 

Again retired to our boat, ready to 
start with the tide for Katay. 

Hardness of heathen Karens—A drowsy 
church—Baptisms. 

19.— Among a group at Katay, was a 
very aged Karen prophet. He bore as 
the badge of his authority an iron staff, 
some seven feet long, split into three 
points at the top like a lightning rod. 
While I dwelt on the fact that he was an 
old man who must soon pass away from 
earth, he joined in the pensive strain. 
But for Christ and his pure doctrines he 
had no liking, and soon left. 

Some others were a little more inclined 
to listen. But upon most of them the 
only apparent influence the gospel had 
was to excite the vile passions of their 
wicked hearts. I fear these poor heathens 
are dropping into perdition because the 
churches at home have come to feel that 
Karens may be converted without the 
power of God’s Spirit! How much ne- 
cessity there is for that power one may 
know while in America, but can never 
Feel until he has tried to win souls to Christ 
from among the heathen ! 

But the Spirit of God is needed not 
only to convert the heathen but to awaken 
the church in this place to more spiritual 
life and activity. I find that many of 
the members cease to pray in their fam- 
ilies, and I fear that some of them pray 
but little at all. The church, like many 
in America, if not dead, is asleep among 
the perishing ! 
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Ilowever, no case of discipline was 
brought to light, and two were to-day add- 
ed to the church by baptism. We have 
already parted with the disciples here, 
many of whom accompanied us to our 
boat, where we are waiting the downward 
moving of the waters. 


Pwo Karens—Healthful churches— 
Baptisms at a heathen village. 


20.— Arrived this afternoon among 
the Pwo Karens at Ongpong. We have 
sent to Palaw, that as many of the disci- 
ples as possible may meet us here, as we 
wish to save time to visit a region of 
heathen Pwos. 

22.— Held the communion with the 
disciples this evening. Two have been 
added to each of the churches. We have 
seen many of the heathen. Have had 
preaching here not only in the Sgau dia- 
lect but in the Pwo and also one sermon 
in Burmese, as our coolies and other 
Burmans were ready to attend. 

These little churches are in a good 
condition, and we cannot visit them 
without feeling that Mr. Brayton’s labors 
in Mergui province were not in vain. 
There are living Christians here who 
remember with much apparent affection 
“ Teacher and Mamma Brayton.” 

23.— Left our boat this morning and 
after a fatiguing walk of more than five 
hours we reached this place (Mamaza). 
Here is quite a large community of heath- 
en Pwos. Mr. Brayton has come here for 
many years preaching the gospel, and 
may sometimes have apprehended that 
his labors were in vain. But no,— the 
seed sown is now beginning to spring 
up. For the most of the year past an 
assistant has been stationed here. Some 
of the people greatly desired a chapel, 
where the word of God might be con- 
stantly preached. The assistant told 
them they might do as they pleased 
about helping; that in case they helped 
he would not promise them a pice in the 
way of pay; if they wished for preach- 
ing so much as to be willing to build a 
chapel, very well. Though not one of 
them professed Christianity they built a 
large chapel free of charge, except that 
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six persons desired pay for one day’s 
work each. I thought it best to pay 
them; so that this chapel cost the Board 
one rupee and a half, or less than seventy- 
five cents. This however is the first 
cent I have paid for the like object 
Bat this is not the only indication of 
good we find here. The heads of 
two families have given up their heathen 
practices, and they with some of their 
children think they have been born 
again. Only the husbands however, 
most intelligent and interesting Karens, 
were ready to be baptized. Their wives 
and some of their children we believe 
will soon follow. To these two, to the | 
assistant stationed here and to several | 
who came along with us, I plabiliinenli| 
the Lord’s Supper. May this little one 
become a thousand. “ Herein is that 
saying true, One soweth and another 
reapeth.” 


Choice of a pastor — Baptisms. 

24.—Pyeekhya. Besides walking about 
half a day we have held two meetings. 
Much remains to be done and some rather | 
delicate business, as it seems necessary | 
to effect a change of assistants. 
times think it would be very convenient, 
atleast for the present, toact the “ bishop.” 
But I dare not do it. These churches 
must act for themselves in all matters of 
discipline and in that of choosing their 
pastors. I have told the elders of the 
church that if they desire to retain 
their present teacher I shall not interfere. 
I have endeavored however to shew them 
the importance of there being here one 
of our very best pastors. I await with 
deep interest the meeting for acting 
on the subject, to be held to-morrow 
morning. 

25.— Immediately before the forenoon 
meeting, nearly all the members of the 
church came together to make choice of 
a pastor. The deacons repeated in sub- 
stance what I had said to them last night. 
After asking a few questions they unani- 
mously elected Sau Doo, of Patsauoo. 
He will probably be ordained next 
Lord’s day. 


I some- 
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The meetings during the day have been 
attended with much interest. Out of 
nine candidates eight have been received 
and baptized, one of them an elderly 
man from among the heathen. There 
are a few others in the village who have 
renounced heathenism, and others still in 
the vicinity who are more than usually 
interested. This church now numbers 
about one hundred, with whom and 
many strangers we have just commemo- 
rated the dying love of Jesus. 


A small but useful church — A sad con- 
trast. 


26.— We have spent a very pleasant 
day at Nautau with the disciples and 
their unconverted neighbors. Several of 
the latter class have for months been 
talking of making a profession of Chris- 
tianity, but they now wish to wait another 
year. Five however were to-day exami- 


_ ned and baptized, raising the number of 


the church to twenty-five members. 
There seems to be here a good degree of 
spiritual life, but as the station is only 
about three hours’ walk from Pyeekhya 
and Patsauoo, it seems rather desirable 
that this church should be merged in 
those. But this cannot be done without 
practically depriving quite a number of 
the heathen of the blessings of the gos- 
pel, which one feels loath to do. 

27.— Came to Palouk this forenoon, 
with quite a number of assistants, to en- 
deavor if possible to awaken in the 
church a little interest in divine things. 
Several years ago Mr. Cross character- 
ized this church as “ shiftless.” But they 
are more than that; they are, spiritually, 
almost dead. ‘This however is not true 
of all the members. There are “a few 
names even in” Palouk, whose souls are 
stayed on God. One aged man in par- 
ticular has manifested a true Chris- 
tian spirit under most severe aillliction. 
Though he has suffered almost every- 
thing but death, his soul is happy in God. 
There are a few others like him. But 
two or three are under church discipline 
for resorting to heathen rites in order to 
heal their diseases. Others live in frail 
tents in their paddy fields, too far from 
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the house of God to admit of their 
attendance, while but few of them do 
anything to support their teacher. Per- 
haps a change of assistants might do 
something towards producing a better 
state of feeling and practice. But O, 
how much our brethren in America might 
aid us by their fervent prayers! 
Fruit of pastoral faithfulness — Ordi- 
nation of a preacher. 
28.—Patsauoo. We are this evening 
among the members of a church in many 
respects the most interesting we have 
yet seen in the country. They all live 
in the village around their chapel. 
There is no church better instructed in 
divine things ; none the children of whose 
members are under such excellent relig- 
ious influence ; none that has been called 
upon to exercise so little discipline. It is 
deficient however in the manifestation of 
a missionary spirit. This excellent state of 
things must be ascribed in a great degree 
to the assistant Sau Doo, who has been 
here for more than ten years. I met this 
afternoon with some twelve native assist- 
ants and pastors to examine this man with 
a view to his ordination. It was decided 
to proceed, to-morrow forenoon, to lay 
hands upon him, and thus to give him 
the same ecclesiastical power exercised by 
any missionary, —a solemn step which I 
hope we have taken with all due care. 

Daring the examination some points 
of peculiar interest were elicited. He 
said he first heard the gospel from the 
lips of Ko Thahbyu and that God opened 
his heart immediately to receive it; that 
he went to Mr. Boardman to obtain 
books concerning Christ, but those books 
were in Burmese, and that he learned to 
read that language that he might read 
about Christ: that he continued to learn 
concerning the way of life until the arri- 
val of Mr. Wade, by whose hands he was 
baptized. As might be supposed, his 
knowledge of the doctrines of the bible 
was broad and clear. 

30.— Let us review in a few words 
the transactions of yesterday. Atan early 
hour, even before the gong was struck, 
the house of worship was well filled. 
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Never have I addressed a congregation 
with more liberty than I did that assem- 
bly, from Ezek. xxxiii. 7. All seemed to 
feel the solemn responsibility of a minis- 
ter of the gospel stationed where he is to 
receive the word of God and proclaim 
itto men. As we laid our hands on the 
candidate and bowed in prayer many 
were in tears, while Kaulapau poured 
forth his soul in a brief but earnest and 
appropriate prayer; after which he took 
Sau Doo by the hand, and in a few fit 
words welcomed him to the responsibili- 
ties, cares and joys of a minister of the 
gospel. I felt that we were doing God 
service. Nine interesting converts were 
baptized, and the Lord’s Supper was 
administered by Kaulapau and the new- 
ly ordained pastor. 

The church, not without very great 
reluctance, have given up Sau Doo to 
go to Pyeekhya, and have chosen in his 
stead an elderly man, Kautu, whom the 
missionaries have long employed as an 
assistant in their literary labors. Pray 
that this church of eighty-four mem- 
bers may still be blessed and gueatly 
increased. 

In this tour I have with the aid of 
native pastors administered the commu- 
nion twelve times, examined and bap- 
tized forty-six converts, have attended 
the Association, preached the gospel 
more or less to the heathen and fifteen 
times before churches; and, when we 
return to the city, shall have travelled 
not less than 400 miles. We have not 
visited the Ulah church, as br. Brayton 
was there not long since, nor a little 
church at Terapyah, where four or five 
have long been awaiting the ordinance 
of baptism. To do this work I sent a 
native pastor. 


Retrospect—Romanists unmasked. 

We may safely say that in this prov- 
ince the cause is on the advance. It is 
true that the greatest enemies of truth 
and righteousness, Romish priests, are 
here. But they are shorn of their 
power, if they ever had any with the 
Karens, for their true character now 
very plainly appears. At first they pro- 
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fessed to be just like the missionaries, 
only a little better because they had no 
wives, and lived on rotten fish and rice 
as the natives do. But now there is 
hardly anything too base for them to say 
of us. At first they tried to tempt the 
Christians by flattering words, but now 
they have given them up and berate 
them as stubborn and intractable. At 
first they conformed outwardly to some 
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Home influence of missions. 
Some, again, have entertained doubts 


as to the propriety of Sau Quala’s leav- 


ing the province. But now we begin to 
witness the good results of his going to 
Burmah Proper,— not merely in the 
direct influence of his preaching the 
gospel to the heathen of Toungoo, but 
the reflex influence upon the churches 


here. He and his associates are con- 


of the practices of the disciples, but |stantly writing to the churches here. I 


now the holy Sabbath has become a holi- | was present at a meeting in Pyeekhya 
day with them, and intoxicating drinks | at which one of his letters was read, and 


are freely indulged in. In fact they have 
left the Christians as a hopeless class, 
and lo, they turn tothe heathen! They 
adopt the practices of the heathen, add- 
ing one or two items, such as putting a 
little water on the heads of babes, in- 
tending the sign of the cross of course. 
It is reported that with the aid of pre- 


sents they are joined by a few of the | 
lexecuted at Tavoy, and the books issued 


heathen. Dut it is quite certain that no 
Christian will join them, unless he have 
fully determined to apostatize. 


TITLES, 


Old Testament, Isaiah to Malachi, — 
Bible, from Lamentations, 
New Testament, 


The Teacher, 


| 
BOOKS ISSUED FROM THE DEPOSITORY DURING THE | 


SAME TIME. 


Isaiah to Malachi, 
Old Testament, 
Sgau Karen Bible, 
The Elders, 

The Catechiem, 
Mrs. Wade's Catechism, 
Karen Vocabulary, 
Materia Medica, 

S. S. Catechism, 
Church History, 
Geography, 
Epistles (Pwo), 
The Teacher, 


Totals, 


Christians in America never listened to 


‘letters of our early missionaries with 


. 
| interest more intense. 


Sau Quala’s ab- 
sence is just the thing to awaken the 
churches to a just sense of their duty to 
a world in sin. 

KAREN MISSION PRESS. 


Mr. Bennett, under date of Maulmain, 
April Ist, sends a statement of the printing 


from the depository, during the last quarter 
of 1853, at the end of which the office was 
discontinued and merged in that of Maul- 


‘main. 
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MAULMAIN BURMAN MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. BIXBY. 
Second visit to Terranah—A zealous 
helper. 

An interesting account was given in our 
last number (pp. 342— 344) of Mr. Bixby’s 
labors in a Peguan village that had not been 
visited by missionaries for many years. He 
set out for Terranah a second time on the 2d 
of March, and gives us from his journal a 
description of his visit, which presented a 
strong contrast to his first experience there. 


We left Maulmain in the afternoon. 
Ko Ouk Moo had been suffering from 
fever for several days, and we did not 
expect that he would be able to go with 
us. But we found him at the boat with 
his armor on, ready for the contest. “I 
cannot remain,” he said, “I want to go 
and preach what I can.” We took with 
us also Ko Zoothee, an old assistant. 
We arrived at the zayat about eight 
o'clock. We did not expect the people 
at so late an hour; but while we joined 
in a song of praise at our worship, the 
notes reverberating through the quiet 
grove that envelopes the village an- 
nounced to the people that the teacher 
had again visited them. Twenty men 
immediately came in. They listened at- 
tentively till eleven o’clock. We thank- 
ed God for this early indication of the 
Spirit’s presence. 


Violent enmity aroused —and checked. 


March 3.— We have had to-day an- 
other evidence of the Spirit’s presence, 
equally certain but not quite as agreea- 
ble. The great Enemy of the church 
and of mankind, who has held unmolest- 
ed dominion in these parts for unknown 
ages, has been aroused from the stupor 
of security by the sound of the gospel 
message, and excited to bitter opposition. 
His emissaries have been marshalled 
against us to-day. The most vigorous 
efforts have been made by the head man 
and the priest to hedge up our way of 
access to the ears as well as to the hearts 
of the people. The priests have almost 
absolute power over the popular con- 
science, especially among the more igno- 
rant including the poor women. 


Maulmain —Letter from Mr, Bixby. 


[ September, 


There are a few men who have power 
to rise above the fear of the priests, 
They have been in to-day. If the priests 
refuse to take rice from them, the people 
are in dread of losing all their “ merit,” 
and thus can be brought to any terms. 
The kyoung is near the zayat, and the 
people necessarily pass by it. I have 
seen a large number come as far as the 
kyoung, and a priest would send them 
back. In two or three instances the 
head priest has walked down in front of 
the zayat and called the people out. 
We have been not a little amused as 
well as encouraged, to see some men 
creeping through a bamboo thicket, full 
of thorns, to get to us undiscovered. 

The head man, who is clever, but 
vain, finally went so far as to issue an 
order forbidding the people to visit or 
even listen to the “ teachers.” I learned 
this about twilight, and went immediate- 
ly to his house. I asked him if the Brit- 
ish Commissioner, when he made him 
head man, gave him power to control 
the consciences of men. He was plainly 
told that he had exceeded the authority 
of his office, and that the Commissioner 
of Maulmain would never countenance 
such a course. The man trembled like 
a leaf in the wind. Ile endeavored to 
palliate the matter, but I left him to his 
musings. I had been in the zayat but a 
few minutes when he came in with 
twenty or thirty men. They remained 
several hours, listening and asking q:es- 
tions. He took special pains when any 
of the men left, to say, “ Come again to- 
morrow.” 

4.— To-day I crossed the Gyne and 
walked about two miles to a small village, 
which I thought the missionaries had 
probably not visited. We found the vil- 
lage people nearly all together, about 
sixty persons, and remained preaching, 
reading, &c., about three hours. Many 
of them listened attentively. I see very 
little to prevent these people from em- 
bracing the Christian religion as readily 
as the Karens, until the priest interferes. 
At first they appear pleased and some- 
what confiding; afterwards they flee 
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from us as from the plague. We have 

found it difficult to-day to obtain from 

them anything toeat. I do not know 

but they intend to starve us out. 

A Sabbath of rest— Opposition strong, 
but not prevailing. 

5,— This is the holy Sabbath. It 
dawned upon us with peculiar loveliness, 
and it awakens in our breasts fond re- 
membrances of the past, when we were 
wont to go to the sanctuary in company 
with loved ones in our native land. But 
He who guided Abraham’s wandering 
feet as he journeyed to an unknown 
land, who smoothed Jacob's stony pillow 
and kept vigil over his lonely bed, who 
was with Elijah in all his wanderings 
—at the brook Cherith, at Zarephath, 
at Mount Carmel and Mount Horeb— 
will not lead us into a wilderness alone, 
nor leave us to sufler for want of company 
while we can delight ourselves in the 
society of heaven. Our zayat has been a 
Bethel to us to-day. The people have 
not been much with us, and we have had 
the day mostly to ourselves. This we 
have not regretted, for we needed the 
rest and the spiritual refreshment which 
we have received. 

6,—The tide of opposition sets strongly 
to-day. Have visited a village near by 
and spent about four hours in conversa- 
tion and reading. I am deeply moved 
at times by the touching appeals of Ko 
Ouk Moo to his countrymen. Ile is an 
able preacher; with a missionary he 
does better than alone. 

7.— The people are ina great excite- 
ment. Some are favorable, others bitter. 
They discuss a great deal among them- 
selves the merits of our religion. I heard 
alarge company of men disputing nearly 
all last night about God and the bible. 
When God employs wicked men to pro- 
claim his trath, I can afford to “stand 
still and see the salvation of the Lord.” 

We have been laboring to-day with 
a multitude of children who are allowed 
to come to the zayat. We sometimes 
hear it said,“ The devil outwits himself.” 
Just as if children can come without 
danger! i would be willing to spend 
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my life with such persons as we have 
had with us to-day. It is here that seed 
enters the deep soil and plants its roots 
in the very centre, whence it spreads 
till the whole surface is green. We are 
thankful for the opportunity of sowing 
the good seed in this virgin soil. May 
God grant the early and latter rains to 
ripen it into a rich harvest. 

8.—The people shunned us to-day un- 
til afternoon, when an old man came in 
and said, “ We have all been afraid of 
the priest, but now we have strengthened 
ourselves among ourselves, and to-night 
we are coming.” Nightcame. The people 
gathered together for a devil-feast, design- 
ed by the priests, I have no doubt, asa 
means of diverting the attention of the 
people; but to our joy and great en- 
couragement, about thirty men spent the 
evening with us. 

We hope in God and fight on, and ex- 
pect nothing but victory, — to be gained 
in the manner and at the time Infinite 
Wisdom shall see fit. 


Mr. Bixby returned to Maulmain the 
next day, and at the date of this letter — 
March 16, was about to go out for another 
week's labors in the jungle. 


OBITUARY OF MYAT KYAU. 


FROM A DISCOURSE BY DR. WADE. 
Myat Kyau was the first Talaing * (Pe- 
guan) native preacher of the gospel of Christ. 
He died at Maulmain, aged 76, in November, 
1852. A sermon was preached on the occa- 
sion of his death by Rev. Dr. Wade, then 
pastor of the Maulmain Burmese church ; 
and from it, translated, we have selected for 
publication such portions as were not more 
particularly adapted to the native congrega- 
tion to whom it was addressed. The extracts 
will be found of various interest, and to the 
thoughtful reader eminently suggestive. 
Myat Kyau was a signal instance both of 
the power and the sovereignty of Divine 
grace, which chooses and moulds its subject 
according to its own good pleasure. We see 
in him what God is able and willing to do for 
an honest inquirer after the truth; and, 
again, to what virtue and usefulness He can 


* There was also a Karen preacher of the same 
name, now deceased ; formerly connected with the 
Sandoway mission. 
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raise the weak things of this world, even a 
poor heathen ;— what encouragement we 
have to use the instrumentality that God 
has appointed to salvation, and with what 
confidence in its suitableness and sufli- 
ciency ! 

The life and death of Myat Kyau illustrate 
also God’s faithfulness to his chosen. They 
shew, too, what order of piety may be looked 
for, rationally and scripturally, among con- 
verts from heathenism, and pretminently in 
those accounted worthy to be put into the 
ministry. Churches even in Christian lands 
may learn a lesson from this Christianized 
pagan, of faith and prayerfulness, of love 
and zeal, of self-denial, and of liberality 
that giveth cheerfully and without stint. 

There is a class of incidents embodied in 
the narrative, which we almost think are of 
still greater interest, —the historical facts 
and illustrations touching the introduction 
of the gospel among the Karens. We see 
here by what steps and to what extent God 
had prepared his way ; and how, when the 
fulness of time had come, He brought to- 
gether his appointed instruments and gave 
tothe Karens in their own language the 
word of His truth, teaching them to read it 
and to believe. The whole history of Karen 
evangelization is a continuous exhibition of 
the wisdom, power and grace of God; and 
as we would follow the onward course of 
this wondrous manifestation, so do we love 
to trace it back to the place and time of its 
beginning. * 


Myart Kyav was “a good man, full of 
faith and of the Holy Ghost :” — not so by 
nature, but rendered so, as Barnabas was, 
by the transforming power of the grace of 
God. By birth he was a buddhist ; but as 
he and his family connections were persons 
of rank among their countrymen, he had 
of course superior advantages of educa- 
tion, and also of becoming well acquainted 
with the claims of Buddhism. His elder 
brother, at the time of the first Burmese 
war with the English, was governor of 
Shwaygyeen under the Burman govern- 
ment. And he himself held at the same 
time the office of collector among the Ka- 
rens of Shwaygyeen district. 


Early religious history. 
Having an inquiring and thoughtful 
turn of mind, Myat Kyau entertained 


* For av interesting notice of Ko Myat Kyau see 
Judson’s Memoir vol. 1. p. 456. 
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strong suspicions that the religion of his 
ancestors was a baseless fabric. Not un- 
likely, his acquaintance with the Karens 
and their traditicns about an Eterna] 
God, who created all things, and who is 
not subject, like the gods of Buddhism, to 
chan e, — to sickness, old age, death and 
annihilation, —may have contributed to 
shake his confidence in the religion of 
his ancestors. Be that as it may, he was 
dissatisfied with the alleged proofs of its 
truth, and sought for a creed on which 
he might more safely trust the interests 
of his undying soul. The bars and gates 
of Buddhist bigotry were broken asunder; 
he felt that he was without the walls that 
had confined him, an open space was 
round him; and though the darkness of 
heathenism still lowered, heavy and 
cheerless, over every point of his moral 
and intellectual horizon, he began to grope 
this way and that, if haply he might find 
some path that would lead him to truth 
andlight. But he groped long in dubious 
paths. 

He first became a disciple of a brab- 
min ascetic, and for some two or three 
years practised various austerities. But 
convinced by his conscience that he was 
still a man, and from what he saw, that 
his gooroo * was also a man, and not 
only a man but a degraded, brutish man, 
he fled from him with disgust, and return- 
ed to his friends. But he could not rest. 
The principles of natural religion had 
too strongly impressed his reflecting 
mind, “There must be somewhere a 
revealed religion,” he said; “I will in- 
quire of the Mohammedans.” Te had 
not then seen a Christian teacher, nor 
heard the name of Christ. He went to 
a mosque, and there heard of one God 
and “Mohammed his prophet.” The 
idea of one eternal, uncreated, un- 
changeable, omniscient Being, the Crea- 
tor of all things, struck his mind with 
great force. A ray had broken through 
the dark vapors and clouds of heathen- 
ism upon his soul, as from some great 
fountain of light. He had heard of this 
great Being among the Karens; but 


* Spiritual guide. 
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they had no sacred writings; they could| men of the city in the service of the 


give no account of this Being except by| English government. 


The latter took 


their traditional sayings; and no in-| no particular notice of the foreign teach- 


struction as to his requirements or the | er. 


He merely asked his people one 


proper mode of worshipping Him ;— and | evening if they knew what the foreign- 
he had given the subject practically no| er’s object was in coming to the zayat 
place in his mind. He listened eagerly | every day and holding such long conver- 


to the Koran. 
system of doctrines on which he could 
securely rely, and a system of morals by 


He hoped to find in it a) sations with every one he could get to 
listen. Myat Kyau on the contrary 
went to the zayat, and soon became 


the observance of which he could ob-|an interesting inquirer. The previous 


tain the divine favor. But he was dis- 
appointed. It was but a single ray of 
light that the Koran reflected, — “ There 
is one God.” He left the mosque dis- 
satisfied, yet resolved to inquire further 
after a revelation of this Eternal Being. 
He next went a few times to a Roman 
Catholic place of worship. There he 
obtained new evidences of the existence 
of an Eternal God, and heard the name 
of Christ as a Saviour; but he was di- 
rected to pray to and worship the Virgin 
Mary, Mother of God, and Peter and 
the other apostles, and an endless suc- 
cession of saints. This seemed to him 
but another variety of heathenism. The 
worship of the Virgin was particularly 
offensive. “If I must worship a human 
being as God,” he said, “ I would rather 
worship Gaudama, a man, than this wo- 
man. And as for Roman images, I 
cannot see that they have any more 
claim to divine honors thaa Burman 
images.” 
For a long time after this, Myat Ky- 
au was in a depressed state, nearly des- 
pairing of ever finding that which his 
soul longed for. Meanwhile the results 
of the war of 1824-7 brought him with 
his family and friends to Maulmain. 
Similar causes had directed thither 
Messrs. Judson and Wade, the former of 
whom had a preaching zayat at Goungza- 
guen, and the other a zayat at Tavoy- 
zoo, then the north and south extremities 
of the new city. 
Led to the zayat—His conversion. 
Myat Kyau resided in the vicinity of 
Dr. Judson’s zayat ; where also lived his 
elder brother, the late governor of 


felt them. 


workings of his mind had prepared it to 
receive readily a deep and permanent 
impression of the seal of truth. He 
drank in the gospel as a thirsty man 
water. 
now found the water of life, he seemed 
unwilling that the cup should be re- 
moved from his lips even for a moment. 
Day after day he would tarry in the 
zayat from morning till night. One 
prejudice after another gave way ; cloud 
after cloud broke from his horizon; the 
day-star arose ; he felt like a new creat- 
ure in a new world. The Moly Spirit 
had touched his soul with his quickening 
influences. 


He had long thirsted ;— having 


He needed no set argu- 
ments of philosophy or logic to prove the 
truths of Christianity; he saw them, he 
He listened to their an- 
nouncement with intense interest; he 
looked upon them as the pear! of great 
price, resolved to buy this pearl though 
at the price of all that he had. 

And he soon found that the pearl 
could not be had at a less sacrifice. His 
family and friends observed the change 
that had come over him, and their ha- 
tred to Christianity was aroused. His 
brother told him plainly that he would 
renounce him as a brother; bis wife that 
she would abandon him were be to be 
baptized; his two sons, and even an 
adopted son who owed everything to his 
bounty, that they no longer would call 
him father. They made no ado when 
he turned ascetic, or seemed about to 
become a Mohammedan or a Roman 
Catholic; but that he should become a 
Christian, they could not and would not 
put up with. 


Shwaygyeen, but now one of the chief 


) 
| 
i 
¢ 
3 
j 
{ 
; 
i 
i 
i 
} 
é 


380 


Confession of Christ. 


He told his trials to the missionary, — 
but did not waver in his purpose to follow 
Many hopeful inquirers had 
come to this point, and halted or turned 
aside; some for a time, others to return 
no more to the way of life. Not so with 
Myat Kyau. The love of Christ had 
found a deep lodgment in his soul. Wife 
and children were dear, as a right hand or 
a right eye; but Christ was the one alto- 
gether lovely. “If friends forsake me 
because I adhere to Christ,” he said, “I 
His 
is the only name given under heaven 


Christ. 


cannot discard him for their sake. 


among men whereby we must be saved 


I will even persuade them, if possible, to 
become his disciples. I will pray for 
them. Perhaps God will give them light 
to see their need of Christ; but if not, 
they must take their own course; I can- 
not follow them in the way which I know 
heart 
yearned over his beloved wife and child- 
ren, when he followed Christ into the 
baptismal water ; he lifted up his heart to 
God on their behalf; nor ceased, until 
she and one of the sons and the adopted 
son were not only reconciled to his pro- 
fession of discipleship, but renounced idol- 


leads to eternal death.” His 


atry themselves, and embraced the 
Christian faith. The trial however was 
severe for several months; during which 
he suffered all the desolation of being 
cast out, despised and hated by his dear- 
est relatives. But it only served to 
make Christ, the friend that sticketh 
closer than a brother, more precious to 
him; and to excite a more than ordinary 
attachment to his fellow disciples, who, 
though strangers till then, received him 
with an affection which he had never 
witnessed among natural relatives, and 
which is unknown among the heathen. 
Labors and success. 
Immediately after his own conversion 
Myat Kyau commenced laboring for the 
salvation of others; and it was soon 
manifest to the two missionaries that 
God had chosen him to be their helper. 
They appointed him to the work, and he 
continued in it, publishing the gospel of 


Obituary of Myat Kyau. 


[September, 


the grace of God to his heathen country. 
men with unabating zeal and most pleas- 
ing success, until total blindness and 
other infirmities of old age had entirely 
disabled him. 

Among the earliest fruits of his min- 
istry were his wife and the two sons 
mentioned above. Others, now members 
of the Maulmain church, and some who 
have joined, we trust, the church tri- 
umphant, many among the Karens also, 
ascribed to his preaching, as the instru. 
mentality, their first impressions favorable 
to Christianity. He was very zealous in 
his efforts to bring his countrymen to the 
knowledge of Christ; never tiring, by 
night or by day, so long as he had listen- 
ers. Nor did he confine his labors to 
Maulmain ; there is scarcely a village or 
hamlet in the province, which has not 
heard the gospel from his lips. He ac- 
companied me for several years, in all 
my excursions among the villages, per- 
forming the double service of an assistant 
and of steersman to the boat; nor did he 
shrink, if need were, to carry a load of 
baggage on his shoulders, when we trav- 
elled by land. He had none of that 
conceit which would make him ashamed 
to put his hand or his shoulder to any 
work necessary to efliciency in missionary 


labor. 


The Gospel brought to the Karens. 

His anxiety for the salvation of souls 
was not confined to his own countrymen. 
Iie was prominently instrumental in 
bringing the Karens to the notice of the 
missionaries, and in commencing among 
that people a work which has given them 
a written language, and which planted 
during his own lifetime nearly a hundred 
churches with some twelve thousand 
members. His office as a collector of 
customs among the Karens of a large 
district, under the Burman government, 
had given him a knowledge of their char- 
acter and their language; and as we 
travelled among the Burmans and Talings 
and observed their bigotry and blindness, 
he used to say to me, repeatedly, “ The 
Karens are not like these Buddhists ; they 


have no idols, no priests; and if the 
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teacher would go and preach to them, 
great numbers would listen and believe 
the gospel.” He said so much in their 
behalf, that I resolved to visit one of 
their villages and see for myself. The 
village determined on was Don Yahn, 
some twenty miles up the Salwen. Myat 
Kyau of course accompanied me. 

At this time there was one Karen con- 
vert, Ko Thahbyu. But he had not 
much connection with his own people, 
having been a slave among the Burmans 
when we found him; and he had gone 
just then to Tavoy. In my visit to this 
village, therefore, I depended on Ko Myat 
Kyau as my interpreter. 

When we reached Don Yahn, we found 
all the houses deserted. The people had 
seen us coming ip the distance; and it was 
a thing so unusual for a white foreigner 
to come among them, they were affrighted 
and had hid themselves. We sat down ina 
shade outside the houses, and waited to 
see the result. At length, some of the 
headmen ventured to shew themselves and 
converse a little; by degrees, others came 
in from the thickets; and all, men, women 
and children, as soon as they learned 
that we were not government people but 
teachers of religion, came around us, and 
though some still trembled with the fright 
they had just experienced, listened with 
evident cordiality and attention. 

When the villagers heard about the 
Eternal God, their countenances_bright- 
ened and alow conversation among them- 
selves followed. Presently one of the 
men said, “ Teacher, have you brought 
God's bock for the Karens? Our ances- 
tors have taught us that God once gave 
the Karens his word written on leather 
(parchment), but the Karens were care- 
less and lost it; that He gave it also to 
the white foreigners, who by-and-by, they 
said, would come and give it again to the 
Karens. Have you brought it? Will 
you give it to us?” I replied, “ Yes, I 
have brought God's book, and wish to 
give it to the Karens. But itis ina foreign 
language which you cannot understand. 
Before you can read it, you must have a 
written language; it must be translated, 
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and printed ; you must have schools, and 
learn to read.” “ Ah, it will take a long 
time to do all this,” said an old man; “we 
old persons will pass away before it 
is accomplished, and our children and 
grandchildren only will be benefited. 
Will you not begin at once to make the 
Karen writing, and to translate God’s 
book ? When will you begin? How 
long will it take?” ‘ But the Karens,” 
said I,“ will have something to do too. 
They will have to learn to read. Will 
they do it? Or, after we have been at 
all the expense and labor of doing our 
part, will the Karens say, ‘It requires 
too much time and trouble to learn to 
read ; we cannot do it; we will still fol- 
low the customs of our fathers?’” “ No, 
no,” one and another replied, “the Karens 
will learn to read, old and young, male 
and female. The elders said, ‘ When 
the white foreigners come and give God’s 
book again to the Karens, they must read 
the book and obey its precepts; else it 
will be the last overture of mercy which 
God will make to them ; if they obey not, 
they will perish without hope.’ Fear 
not, teacher; the Karens will listen and 
obey; only give us the lost book.” Ko 
Myat Kyau interpreted—by which 
means this conversation was carried on. 

We remained among the Karens of 
Don Yahn about two weeks, during 
which time Ko Myat Kyau labored in- 
cessantly to enlighten their minds and 
persuade them to believe in Christ. The 
other day, after a lapse of more than 
twenty years, (having been stationed 
meantime at Tavoy,) I visited this place 
again. The man and his wife, in the 
house where we stopped, were both living, 
and had become Christians with ten out 
of eleven of their children. In the vil- 
lage was a flourishing church of eighty- 
six members. ‘The old man and his wife 
had long been a father and a mother in 
Israel. They both spoke of Ko Myat 
Kyau and of our first visit among them 
with great interest. 

His Christian character. 

On our return to Maulmain, I com- 

menced almost immediately the work, 
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with Ko Myat Kyau’s aid, of reducing 
the Karen language to writing. He was 
constant and earnest in prayer for wisdom 
from above, to assist us in accomplishing 
this work, — which to his mind seemed 
above the sphere of human wisdom. 
And I have often thought I was as much 
indebted to his prayers, as to any other 
kind of aid which he afforded in the 
process. Ile was eminently a man of 
prayer. When we were travelling by 
boat, as he held the helm he would be 
constantly chanting in words of prayer 
and praise. When we had stopped for the 
tide or to cook, and wished to go on 
again, he would often be missing, and so 
often that I inquired the cause, and found 
that he had been in some retired place 
praying. He has been known sometimes, 
when there was nothing to disturb him, 
to continue all night in prayer, without 
being aware of the lapse of time until 
cock-crowing reminded him that the day 
was breaking.— He continued to go to his 
zayat daily and preach, until some time 
after he had become totally blind, getting 
a child to lead him; and when, at 
length, he was disabled from going by 
the increasing infirmities ofage, he would 
still sit in the verandah of his house and 
preach to all he could get to listen. 

His liberality abounded to the last, even 
out of his deep poverty. Lis allowance 
had ceased as an assistant; and as he had 
saved only a hundred and fifty rupees, 
the interest of which was all his support, 
he was in fact reduced to a suffering de- 
gree of poverty. It grieved me to see 
the good old man struggling with want 
in his last days, unable to procure the 
comforts enjoyed by a common cooley. 
Provision was made for his relief, for 
which he manifested the greatest thank- 
fulness. Dut though so poor, he would 
still give four annas a month out of his 
pittance, for the support of a native 
preacher employed by the church. His 
wife told him one day, when the subscrip- 
tion list came round, that they were so 
poor he woul: better save the four annas 
for his own use. “No,” he replied, “I 
can bear retrenchment on my daily food, 
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but I cannot be deprived of the luxury 
of giving something to sustain the cause 
of Christ.” And he continued to give his 
mite to the last. 

His deportment as a Christian and 
as a preacher, during all the time from 
his baptism to his death, was such as 
never to call for church censure or to 
leave any stain on his Christian charac- 
ter. The missionaries and his fellow dis- 
ciples alike testify that he ever walked 
worthy of his profession. He prized 
church ordinances. He was very feeble 
the last two years of his life, and being 
also totally blind, he could scarcely get 
to chapel on Sundays; yet he would 
manage to be there at communion sea- 
sons, even to the last that occurred pre- 
vious to his death. 


Triumphant death. 

During a few of his last days the pow- 
ers of nature were all exhausted, so that 
he could say but little ; yet he manifested 
the greatest interest in everything he 
heard on religious subjects, and evi- 
dently united in prayer after he had been 
thought to be past noticing what was oc- 
curring around him. He had no dread 
or fear of death; but longed for the time 
of his departure, that he might be with 
Christ and teacher Judson and his fellow- 
disciples who had gone before and the 
whole assembly of the glorified. Ever, 
in speaking on these subjects his counte- 
nance would glow with an animation 
which no worldly topic could inspire. 

In his last hours his communion seemed 
to be more with spiritual beings than 
with material things. His eyes, which 
could discern nothing by the light 
of this world, would often be turned 
steadfastly towardsa point where he seem- 
ed to see celestial beings; —and he 
would speak of secing them as though he 
thought others around him might see 
them too. His departure was lingering. 
Nearly a week he seemed to be in an in- 
termediate state between the visible and 
the invisible, holding alternate communi- 
cation with both worlds. Speaking to him 
seemed like speaking to a corpse, and his 
answer like a voice from the dead. He 
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preached to those about him, particularly 
to his sons, who both had turned aside 
from the right way,—to the last; and 
though dead, he yet speaketh. He has 
left behind him an unblemished Christian 
character. Whoever speaks of him, 
speaks in terms of high commendation. 
The whole community respected him. 
A large concourse of all classes, Christian 
and heathen, attended his funeral and 
followed his remains to their resting: place. 
His memory is blessed. * 


ASSAM. 

LETTER FROM MR. WARD. 
Basgora—Ready hearers—Preaching 
from the heart. 

(Concluded from page 354 ) 

A notice of the village which was the 
scene of the impressive incidents here de- 
scribed may be found in the Magazine for 
July, p. 306, (annual report,) extracted from 
a communication of Mr, Danforth. 

Afier ovr return from the meeting at 
Nowgong I was much disappointed that 
the season was too far advanced to favor 
my intended visit tothe Cachari country. 
I therefore made a short tour on the 
north side of the river to Basgora, a vil- 
lage about twelve miles distant from 
Gowahati in the edge of the Durrung dis- 
trict. 
visiting this village because of the cordial 
reception they gave us last year. 

Thad with me Biposu, and we confined 
our labors to this village which has about 
eighty families in a small compass, though 
there are many interesting villages in 
that vicinity. Our tent was pitched un- 
der a tree just out of the village, where 
we received those who came to us. We 
also visited them at their houses. The 
chief interest, however, was in our even- 
ing meetings, which we held at the house 
of the Thakuria or head man, who has 
great influence among all the people 


* The bereaved widow was promised a home and 
an ample living, if she would give up Christianity, 
in the family of the elder brother, who are still liv- 
ing, and rich in the things of this world. But she 
spurned the offer; “ choosing rather to suffer afllic- 
tion with the people of God,” than to enjoy the 
pleasures of sin “ for a season.” 


I was particularly desirous of 
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andis very friendly to us. Nearly all 
native houses are so constructed as to 
enclose a space of twenty or thirty feet 
square, which is their only place of 
reception for visitors. Here, under the 
open sky, we held our regular exercises 
of singing, preaching, and prayer, with 
a good company whom the Thakuria 
called together. These were pleasant 
and solemn seasons to me. Evening 
after evening we unfolded to them the 
great salvation, and had the satisfaction 
of knowing that many of them had a 
clearer idea of the gospel than is often 
obtained in any of the villages which we 
visit. And while the gospel was the bur- 
den of all our preaching, it was by no 
means necessary to “shun to declare the 
whole counsel of God” concerning the 
folly, the guilt, and the utter hopelessness 
of trusting in their idolatrous and abom- 
inable systems which had been the ruin 
of their ancestors and were the manifest 
curse of their land. I especially insisted 
on the experimental features of our re- 
ligion, the inward power and the inward 
witness. They confessed that in all their 
worship of idols they never obtained 
power to hate and renounce sin, nor any 
evidence in their hearts that God forgave 
their sins, or was pleased with them. I 
felt a solemn obligation resting upon me 
to be able honestly to say that I hoped 
I had obtained and still possessed the in- 
ward testimony of forgiveness and peace 
with God, and his love shed abroad in 
the heart by the Holy Spirit, —to be 
able to look inward and upward and say, 
“ My God, my reconciled Father and 
God, I trust thou art with me, — that thou 
ownest me as thine.” 


Apparent effect. 

I have often had occasion to admonish 
our native brethren to tell the people 
the effects of this religion in their own 
hearts, instead of preaching it merely as 
atheory. There is perhaps nothing that 
arrests their attention like this. I was 
often interrupted by these people inquir- 
ing,“ Can J obtain this inward witness ? 
Tell us how we can obtain it.” Some 
of them said they would henceforth wor- 
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ship Jesus Christ; and as we all bowed 
down together we were frequently in- 
terrupted by some of them calling aloud 
upon Jesus Christ to have mercy upon 
them and forgive their sins. The exer- 
cise of prayer always seemed to impress 
them deeply. The last evening I was 
there, the company of hearers was 
greater than on any previous evening. 
They manifested a confidence and re- 
spect such as I had never met elsewhere. 
They even came with their sick and 
lame and almost blind, but alas, the heal- 
ing power was not with me; I could 
only give them some medicines. So 
different was our reception from any I 
had before obtained, that I was almost 
startled and surprised by the new posi- 
tion, and trembled between hopes and 
fears. But I have learned in part by a 
severe experience, not to trust too much 
to appearances, nor to be utterly cast 
down when appearances deceive. I 
know not wkat will be the result in this 
village; I expect nothing, hope for 
nothing, except by the renewing of the 
Holy Spirit. All I hope is that, from 
the little tokens of preparation, the King 
may intend to pass that way. May we 
rightly interpret the tokens and under- 
stand our duty. 


GERMANY. 


LETTERS FROM MR. BOLZMANN. 
Renewed persecution in Schaumburg- 
Lippe. 

By the communications that follow, it will 
be seen against what obstacles Christian 
faith has to contend in portions of Germany. 
The principality of Schavmburg-Lippe lies 
in the northwest of Germany, surrounded 
(with the exception of a few detached lord- 
ships) by the territories of Hesse-Schaum- 
burg, Hanover, and Prussian Westphalia. 
It has an area of 217 square miles, a popu- 
lation of about 30,000, a revenue of $137,- 
000 annually, one vote in the full diet of the 
Germanic Confederation and one-fifth of a 
vote in the committee. Its contingent to 
the army of the confederation is 249 men. 
Such are the dimensions of the state. Its 
character is seen in these communications, 
and may be more fully appreciated by refer- 
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ence to pp. 349 of the last, and 62 of the 
present volume of the Magazine. Mr. Bolz- 
mann who metso inhospitable a reception 
from the authorities, is a pastor in Hanover, 
The first notice of the proceedings was con- 
tained in the following brief communication 
from Mr. Tecklenburg, whose sufferings 
have been before related. (See the prece- 
ding references.) 

** You will feel as great regret as I feel in 
informing you, that since the 17th inst. our 
brethren Bolzmann and Maller have been 
imprisoned in the jail of Backeburg. We 
were assembled for worship on that day at 
the house of br. Beisner in Hesen, when 
suddenly the bauernvogt (peasant-overseer), 
attended by several officials, entered the 
house and demanded to speak to brn. Bolz- 
mann and Maller and myself. When we had 
gone out to him he told us we must follow 
him to his house, which we did. There he 
asked us whether we should attempt to es- 
cape while being conveyed to Backeburg. We 
of course replied in the negative, and one of 
the officials confirmed our reply by saying, 
“Oh, you may trust them, sir, I know them 
well.”” We were then escorted to Biacke- 
burg. I was permitted for the present to 
go home; my two companions were commit- 
ted to jail until sentence should be pro- 
nounced upon them. My request to supply 
our brethren with a bible and a bed has re- 
mained unheeded, which grieves me much, 
as I know they are in a cellewhere comfort 
is out of the question.” 


Prison of Biickeburg, April 24th, 
1854.— No doubt you have heard from 
some other source that Br. Miiller and I 
have been imprisoned since the 17th 
inst., and I now give you some further 
information regarding our term of confine- 
ment. On the 22d, our jailer conducted 
us to the presence of the assessor, who 
read the following sengence to us: “ The 
missionary Bolzmann and consorts (mean- 
ing all present), having been found as- 
sembled for a Baptists-meeting at the 
house of Carl Beisner at Hesen, are ac- 
cording to sect. 3 in a proclamation of 
1852 hereby sentenced to four weeks’ im- 
prisonment. Further proceedings will 
however be instituted against the mis- 
sionary Bolzmann and the printer Miil- 
ler; who as leaders of the meeting and 
for having spoken a prayer are sen- 
tenced to an additional four weeks’ con. 
finement (2 months). An investigation 
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will be instituted against Bolzmann, on 
the ground of his having performed 
clerical acts, i. e. administering baptism 
and the Lord’s Supper.” The assessor 
added: “The case is now no longer in 
the hands of justice (?). You are at lib- 
erty to appeal to the clemency of the 
government. Do so in the name of 
God, if you like. You, Bolzmann, are 
reserved for a further investigation.” 
After our return to prison, we addressed 
a request to br. Lehmann of Berlin to 
prepare a petition for us to the prince. 
This he has done, and forwarded to the 
government. 

My heart is sorrowful, my dear broth- 
er, to think that my labors, feeble as 
they have been, are cut off probably for 
months, especially when I remember 
there is no one to take charge of the lit- 
tle flock of Hanover, and that in other 
places which afforded to us a promise of 
an ingathering, hungry souls will be 
waiting in vain for food. Yet on the 
other hand I have had too many proofs 
of the Lord’s goodness to doubt the gra- 
ciousness of bis purposes now, though | 
the natural eye can see in them only dis- 
couragements. My chief object for now 
writing is to entreat you, to secure for 
us if possible some help from England 
or America; the former could of course 
reach us the more speedily. I am thus 
urgent because I speak on behalf of all 
who were present at the meeting, for 
none are exempted from an imprison- 
ment of four weeks, while the whole rig- 
or of the law, if applied against me, will 
compel me to an imprisonment of six 
months. 

Our external position, as you may 
suppose, is by no means an enviable one, 
for we are almost deprived of the light 
of day, though by climbing up to a kind 
af opening in the wall, we can catch an 
occasional glimpse of the sweet sunshine 
and budding spring without. But 
though deprived of external liberty, 
within our soul beyond the reach of 
man we rejoice to possess the liberty 
with which Christ maketh free. And 
then, too, we have sources of comfort 
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unknown to our persecutors. We draw 
consolation from the assurance that bun- 
dreds of God’s dear children are pray- 
ing for us and sympathizing with us, and 
above all we know that soon the Lord 
will turn again the captivity of Zion ; 
then will our mouth be filled with laugh- 
ter and our tongue with singing. 

Our kind friend Tecklenburg supplies 
us with food, but I fear in the present 
time of scarcity this should press too 
heavily upon him. 

If you write to me, and as I hope soon, 
please to enclose it to br. Tecklenburg. 
Of course we are not permitted to have 
any communication with our friends. 


Inquisitorial examinations. 

The term of imprisonment had nearly ex- 
pired before anything decisive was done in 
respect to the more serious accusation for 
which Mr. Bolzmanan was singled out. He 
was interrogated as to the fact of his having 
administered the ordinances, and required 
to confess. He refused to criminate him- 
self, and demanded that if any charges were 
made against him they should be produced. 
A second inquisition is described in the fol- 
lowing extract, under date of 


May 19. — At noon to-day I was con- 
ducted by the jailer, into the presence of 
the bailiff. He informed me that the 
minutes of my last examination had been 
put into the hands of the justiciary, and 
that a new decree had been issued con- 
cerning me. The decree was read to 
me. In it the bailiff was instructed to 
continue the investigation pending 
against me, for having dispensed the sac- 
raments,—after having previously en- 
joined on me the duty of answering to all 
questions put to me by the authorities. In 
case of my refusing to give the desired 
replies, they were to be extorted from me 
by violent measures. 

The bailiff then repeated the questions 
put to me on a former occasion, and re- 
minded me, that I had not refused to 
answer similar questions before the pub- 
lication of the royal decree (a decree 
whieh commands the severe punishment, 
not only of Baptist preachers, but of 
those who permit Baptist meetings to be 


386 Germany.—Letters from Mr. Bolzmann. 


held on their premises). I told him, that 
had I had time for reflection those an- 
swers would not have been given, though 
they conveyed nothing more than what 
was already well known to the authori- 
ties,— but that now I should adhere to 
my first declaration not toanswer. The 
bailiff inquired whether I wished time 
for reflection. My answer was in the 
negative, accompanied by the assurance 
that the matter had been well weighed 
by me. “Well then,” he said, “ you 
must prepare yourself for the conse- 
quences.” I did not refrain from saying, 
“ Yes, I know in such cases power usurps 
the place of justice.” 

The minutes of this conversation being 
read and signed by me, I was reconducted 
to prison. What may be meant by “ vio- 
lent measures” I do not know, but it is 
not hid from the Lord, and should he see 
fit to permit heavy trials to come upon 
me, my prayer shall be for strength 
so to bear them that his name may be 
glorified. Our petition to the prince 
remains unanswered. The other breth- 
ren still continue unmolested. We con- 
tinue well, and five weeks of our imprison- 
ment have almost expired. The Lord is 
a light to us amid the gloom of these 
dreary walls, dispelling every doubt and 
fear, and giving us richly to enjoy the 
peace that passeth understanding. 

June 17.— On the 5th inst. I received 
a letter from Dr. Steane conveying the 
cheering intelligence that the Evangeli- 
cal Alliance bas addressed a memorial 
to the prince, and in case of its proving 
fruitless will send a deputation to wait 
upon him. I have deferred writing to 
you from a desire to be able to commu- 
nicate something definite regarding my 
own position. This it is now in my 
power to do, having but recently re- 
turned from an examination of two and 
a half hours in the court of chancery. 
The procurator there informed me of the 
prince’s refusal to grant our petition, 
and that I would therefore have to ac- 
complish the four weeks’ imprisonment 
awarded me by the police, which term 
will expire next Monday. At the same 
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time he said that the Upper Court of 
Chancery would continue my confine- 
ment until sentence had been pronounced 
on me for the performance of clerical 
acts, but in case of my willingness to 
confess, to-day, when and where they 
were performed, the sentence would 
probably not be delayed beyond Mon- 
day. If on the contrary I adhered to 
my refusal, my ultimate punishment 
would be proportionately severe. The 
law must take its course. Clemency 
could proceed only from the prince and 
his government, and a case like mine 
was not likely to bespeak clemency. 
My inflexibility in the matter must be 
regarded as a determined opposition to 
the law. My reply was,—‘“TI regret in 
this case to be unable to meet the de- 
mands of the law, but beg my course of 
action may not be interpreted as daring 
or obstinacy, but as a necessary result of 
concientious conviction.” 

“T pity your infatuation,” replied 
the procurator. “ You will yet have to 
regret it, for one of the two must yield, 
and the authorities must uphold the law. 
Spiritual pride and the desire to be con- 
sidered a martyr, I fear are the causes 
of your determined silence.” 

“ My heart,” I replied, “is indeed not 
free from pride, and I entreat God daily 
to give me in its stead increasing humil- 
ity. But the Almighty is my witness — 
in this matter neither pride nor a similar 
motive influences me.” 

Our confession of faith was next pro- 
duced, and the question put to me 
whether I acquiesced in all the senti- 
ments it expresses. My reply being in 
the affirmative, the procurator, referring 
to the article “ Of the civil government,” 
said, “Do you not then believe the Biicke- 
burg government to be divinely appoint- 
ed, and do you not, according to your 
tenets, owe it obedience ?” 

“In temporal matters,” I replied — 
though not for the first time —“ yes; but 
not in spiritual things.” 

“The bible does not forbid you to 
answer simple questions put to you by 
the authorities.” 
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“No; but from the word of God I have 
acquired the conviction that the govern- 
ment is acting wrong, and I cannot lend 
a helping hand to their persecutions.” 

“You might at least remain in Han- 
over, where you have liberty,” impatient- 
ly retorted the procurator. 

This reproof I met by saying, “ We 
deem it our duty to disseminate the truth 
as widely as possible, and we dare not 
yield obedience to laws which would 
hinder us herein.” 

On a former occasion I had expressed 
a doubt whether any charges had been 
entered against me. The procurator now 
asked me on what this doubt was founded. 
“ Either,” he said, “ you have a clear 
conscience, —and then why not say 
30 ?—or you have agreed among your- 
selves to reveal nothing.” 

“My doubts,” I answered, “ proceed 
from the fact that no charge has been 
read to me, but I am merely asked to 
confess, — to become my own accuser.” 

“The authorities have good reason to 
suppose you have again transgressed the 
law,” said my interrogator, “and your 
obstinate silence confirms the suspicion. 
Your silence is not founded on the word 
of God. It proceeds from your own 
perverseness.” 

“ There are cases,” I said, “ in which 
we are not called upon to confess all. 
Jesus gave no answer to Pilate.” 

These, my dear friend, are the leading 
points in this interview, which lasted, as 
I mentioned, two and a half hours. I 
entered the court with fear and tremb- 
ling; now I feel grateful for having 
been able to speak with firmness, but 
with composure. 

I must not forget to say, the procurator 
mentioned that I must be confirmed in 
my resolute silence by foreign influence. 
He may have heard of the proposed 
memorial ;— or is it possible that letters 
aldressed to me are intercepted? It 
seems almost incredible, yet I have be- 
gun to fear it. 

The other nine brethren and sisters 
are to be imprisoned four weeks without 
a reason having been assigned. Br. 
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Miller will probably be liberated on 
Monday. 


LETTER FROM RRV. J. FP. ONCKEN. 
Formation of a church. 


Better tidings come from other parts of 
Germany, as related in the following letters. 

Bremen, April 17, 1854. — Knowing 
that all missionary intelligence from 
home has even more than ordinary 
interest for you at present, I send you 
a few statements connected with our 
more recent experience. 

You have long been aware that it has 
far exceeded my power to supply the 
wants of the stations connected with the 
field of labor assigned to me, and it has 
therefore been with peculiar gratitude 
that I have hailed the arrival of br. 
Haupt, whose assistance under divine 
blessing promises to be invaluable. He 
appears to be an ardent, zealous laborer, 
yet one with whom it will be easy to co- 
operate harmoniously. With such a 
stimulus to renewed exertion we now 
seek to be “ up and doing,” and to enter 
in at the doors now opening everywhere 
around us for the introduction of the 
truth in its primitive purity. 

My attention, as you know, has hitherto 
been chiefly directed to various localities 
on the banks of the Weser, and it is here 
that the gospel has achieved many tri- 
umphs. The number of believers who live 
scattered along these shores, amounts to 
seventy persons, and they have long felt 
a wish to be united so as to form one 
church. On the 15th and 16th of Feb- 
ruary, therefore, the brethren Braun, 
Hinrichs and one or two others, after 
discussing the matter at Halsbeck, pro- 
ceeded to Elsfleth (the most central of 
our stations on the Weser), where on 
Lord’s Day, Feb. 19, about forty persons 
from the several stations were assem- 
bled. Br. Braun addressed them at our 
request on the principles and vocation 
of a Christian church, a church built upon 
the foundation of the apostles and pro- 
phets, Jesus Christ himself being the 
chief corner stone. After some further 
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discussion regarding local arrangements, 
the brethren present unanimously con- 
sented to take part in the union about to 
be formed, and they were then consti- 
tuted “the Baptist Church of Elsfleth.” 
The occasion was an interesting one, and 
as solemn as interesting. Our brethren 
felt that in union there is strength, and 
that from henceforward the joys and sor- 
rows of each will be shared by all. On 
the 19th of March I had the pleasure of 
adding two persons by baptism to the 
Elsfleth church. 

We have had no difficulty in obtaining 
permission of residence here for br. 
Haupt. It was granted at once on my 
certifying that he would be engaged as 
an assistant missionary. We may infer 
from this that the authorities are more 
favorably disposed towards us than we 
ventured to hope. 


LETTER FROM MR. SCHAUFFLER. 
Baptism of two Swedes. 


Hamburg, May 30, 1854.— Last 
week we have had two Swedish breth- 
ren here, br. Forssell whom you know, 
—he was here some years ago along 
with br. Wiberg — and br. Hydenberg 
from Orebro. A dear brother from Norr 
Képing in Sweden, baptized here some 
months ago, was brought by the instru- 
mentality of br. Forssell to the knowl- 
edge of the truth regarding baptism. 

These two brethren, Forssell and Hy- 
denberg, applied for baptism. As I do 
not understand their language I told 
them they should go to br. Kébner, at 
Barmen ; and after they declined going 
there, on account of the expense, I re- 
ferred them to Copenhagen, where they 
might call on their way home. But they 
preferred to have the rite administered 
here. Consequently I called together 
those of the brethren who understood 
Danish, and we had a very long confer- 
ence, examining thoroughly their princi- 
ples and faith, the result of which was 
that we could joyfully propose them to 
the church as candidates for baptism. 
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The church unanimously received them, 
and they were baptized into the death of 
Christ on the Sabbath before last. 


One of them ordained—Good tidings 
from Sweden. 

When the rigor of Swedish law against aj 
forms of dissent and all evangelical activity, 
even in the ninisters of the established 
church, is considered, no one can read the 
statements here made of the condition of 
things in that country without mingled 
thankfulness and solicitude, which it is 
hoped may lead many to fervent prayer on be- 
half of those brethren who brave such intol- 
erance. Nor can any be reasonably surprised 
at the measure taken by the church at Ham- 
burg, while the care exercised to ‘lay hands 
suddenly on no man” will be appreciated. 


But this was not the only object of 
their mission. They were sent by hun- 
dreds of brethren who had left the Swe- 
dish national church and had formed 
themselves into churches in different 
parts of Sweden, and have been for sev- 
eral years anxiously waiting for baptism. 
In the name of these br. Forssell ex- 
pressed the wish that br. Hydenberg 
should be ordained to administer the sae- 
raments. At first I said this was impos- 
sible, as br. H. was entirely unknown to 
us, that he was a stranger to all that 
regards apostolic churches, and they 
should wait till br. Wiberg returns from 
America. He could ordain him if be 
thought proper. Br. Forssell replied 
that br. Wiberg’s return was uncertain 
in respect to time, that they wished not 
to be baptized by him, in order to pre- 
vent his speedy banishment. At the 
same time it was the brethren’s convie- 
tion that br. W. will be so closely watch- 
ed by the police on his return that it will 
be quite impossible for him to leave 
Stockholm for the country. Br. Hyden- 
berg has to appear before a court of law 
in the province Dallekarlein, (be has 
been fined in three provinces for preach- 
ing the gospel,) and the brethren think 
it will perhaps ever afterwards, at least 
for a long time, be impossible for either 
br. Wiberg or br. Hydenberg to go 
there. Ilis journey to the court’s session 
may be_the only opportunity for the peo- 
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ple to have baptism administered to 
them. Br. Forssell and many of the 
brethren and sisters in Sweden say that 
great harm may be done by denying 
these brethren the privileges to which 
they are so much entitled. They have, 
in many parts of Sweden, left the estab- 
lishment, have formed themselves into 
churches, have elected elders, and are 
waiting to be baptized. They have al- 
ready celebrated the Lord's Supper 
among themselves, and if no assistance 
comes it is to be feared that they will 
baptize themselves, and perhaps commit 
worse irregularities. 

With regard to the personal ability 
and fitness of br. Hydenberg, br. Forss- 
ell produced a request for his ordination, 
signed by a brother who was baptized in 
America, by a Christian nobleman who 
is one of the , who warmly ad- 
vocates the cause of religious liberty, by 
another nobleman, and several other per- 
sons. This petition expresses the wish 
of hundreds of brethren, as br. Forssell 
assures us, whose signature would have 
been cheerfully given had he thought it 
necessary. Several letters from differ- 
ent parts of Sweden had similar con- 
tents, and the brethren who could read 
them said that the desire for baptism and 
a better regulated state of things was so 
ardent and so pressingly expressed that 
they did not feel at liberty to refuse to 
yield. 

But this of course could not bring me 
to a decision until I knew that br. Hy- 
denberg was the right man for it. 1 laid 
this before the church, and it was re- 
solved that a number of the brethren 
should assemble at my house to ascertain 
if possible his knowledge of the word of 
God, all that regards the churches of 
Christ, &e. This interview lasted from 
six to twelve o'clock at night, and was 
very satisfactory to all of us. We found 
him quite familiar with all points of 
church discipline, &c., he agrees with our 
confession of faith, and seems to be an 
earnest, devoted Christian. 

From br. Forssell, in whom I believe 
great confidence can be placed, and 
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whom I have known for several years, 
we learned that br. Hydenberg was con- 
verted seven years ago, and from that 
time began to preach the gospel to the 
world. Many have been converted by 
his instrumentality, and three years ago 
the brethren in Orebro requested him to 
settle among them as their spiritual lead- 
er. Tocomply with their wish br. Forss- 
ell established a business for him there. 
He is very much loved by the Christian 
people. Hibs life has been blameless be- 
fore men since his conversion, and he 
has a good report from the world. On 
my remark that he might perhaps be 
lifted up in his mind, br. Forssell said 
that he would have had opportunity 
enough before, as he was very much es- 
teemed everywhere, and that he had 
sometimes complained to him that he had 
had such temptation and felt the danger 
of it; but that as far as he knew him, 
and he had known him ever since his 
conversion, he had shown a meek and 
humble mind. 

They were at my house during their 
stay here, and I had good opportunity of 
observing him. I found him a childlike, 
earnest and devoted brother, with a 
thorough knowledge of the bible; for 
hours I conversed with him by merely 
quoting passages of Scripture which I 
could understand in Swedish and he in 
German. The day of his baptism he 
said was one of the happiest days of his 
life. We read and sang and prayed to- 
gether till after midnight. Mr. Forssell 
is also a very dear brother, and the com- 
pany of both was highly profitable to 
me. 

Under such circumstances IT felt at a 
loss what to do. On one hand the state 
of Sweden, on the other the great re- 
sponsibility of ordaining one who per- 
haps might turn out not to be what we 
thought. But taking all things into con- 
sideration before the Lord, and praying 
earnestly, and also admonishing the 
church to pray earnestly that we might 
be able to find what was God’s pleasure, 
I left it to the church to direct. Mean- 
time I wrote to br. Kubner, at Barmen, 
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stating the whole case and asking his ad- 
vice. He said that if we could find br. 
Hydenberg to have the necessary abili- 
ties and qualifications, he should advise 
his ordination. The church resolved 
that he should be ordained as an evan- 
gelist, which took place on Wednesday 
last. 

We have peace in the church and en- 
joy the presence of the Lord. 


LETTER FROM MR. RINGSDORP. 
Baptisms at Vollmarstein. 


Vollmarstein, May 17, 1854.— The 
Lord has glorified himself by us since we 
left the national church, above all we 
could ask or think. Since then, baptism 
has been administered at three different 
times: on the 4th of March, when br. 
Kobner baptized fourteen of us; on the 
second day in Easter and on the 13th of 
May, when br. Rauschenbusch baptized 
on each occasion fifteen; so that we 
number already forty-four baptized. The 
ordinance has been blessed to us all, in- 
asmuch as all are more joyous in their 
faith or more fervent in their love one 
toward another. Never before was our 
communion and fellowship so blessed as 
at present. Some who before always 
complained and sighed on account of 
their sinfulness — among them a woman 
who was converted twenty years ago, 
and who, during the whole of this period, 
was always complaining and doubting — 
are now so happy that the inward change 
can be read in their faces. 


LETTER FROM MR. KOEBNER. 
Baptisms at Barmen—The work ex- 
panding. 

Barmen, May 30, 1854.— On Satur- 
day the 20th inst., the Lord prepared for 
us a rich feast, in the baptism of five 
dear brethren and sisters. A woman 
from Vollmarstein, in company with br. 
and sr. Ringsdorff, applied for baptism. 
Her husband, a gend’ armes, had re- 
quested her to be baptized at Barmen 
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rather than at Vollmarstein. This dear 
sister was converted a short time since, 
and as she could not remain till the even- 
ing, I was obliged to baptize her at 5 1-2 
o'clock, P.M. The Lord gave us on 
this occasion to speak on his word, “I 
am the way.” I had hardly accompanied 
these dear visitors to the railroad station 
when a second party had assembled for 
baptism consisting of a brother and three 
sisters. Many members of the church 
were also present. Again the Lord was 
very gracious and poured his spirit upon 
us as we spoke on his word, “ Ye are 
my friends if ye do whatsoever I have 
commanded you.” Two of the baptized 
were of Barmen, one from Solingen and 
one from Ronsdorf. 

You will perceive from this that the 
dry bones begin to move in our vicinity 
where br. Ribbeck is laboring. On the 
Lord’s day a number of people from dis- 
tant places begin to visit our public wor- 
ship. In Lennep we trust the Lord will 
soon give us alittle branch church. The 
brethren there have hired a saloon in 
which br. Ribbeck preaches, and where 
they have a Sabbath school numbering 
already sixty children. In Ilattingen 
many Christians are also frieudly to our 
views and are convinced on the subject 
of baptism. There also they have hired 
a large place to worship in. I was there 
last on the 16th of May, when the place 
was crowded. 

On Lord’s day, the 28th, we had a 
precious church meeting, when the hearis 
of all present were greatly rejoiced by 
four sisters confessing the’r faith and ex- 
perience. Our number is now fifty- 
three. At Pentecost the brethren in 
Vollmarstein intend to have a love feast, 
to which they have invited the church 
in Barmen. We expect three sisters 
from Diissdorf will then unite with us. 
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SHAWAN OES. 


LEITER FROM MR. BARKER, 


Early efforts for the Shawanoes — 
Present state. 


Shawanoe, Feb. 28, 1854. — The 
Society of Friends were the first among 
Christians who interested themselves 
especially in the condition of the Shawa- 
noes after their allegiance to the United 
States. They were then a wild and 
ferocious people, relying upon the chase 
for the means of sustenance. The sym- 
pathy of these “friends” was enlisted in 
their behalf. They sent men to mingle 
with them in their daily life, and to in- 
cline them, if possible, to place their 
children under their instruction. Among 
other acts of kindness, they built for 
them a mill to encourage them more 
largely in the cultivation of their corn- 
patches, &e., &e. The progress and im- 
mediate results of these efforts were 
somewhat amusing. After understanding 
that the mill was erected to be for them 
instead of a corn pounder, they com- 
menced bringing in their grists, consist- 
ing of a pint or a quart of corn, wrapped | 
in a piece of deer-skin. On finding it 
inconvenient to grind so small quantities, 
they became impatient, and, in the ab- 
sence of the miller, succeeded in start- 
ing the mill, and with a larger grist, gath- | 
ered from their mother earth, of pebbies 
and rocks, they spoiled the mill and cap- 
tured its rigging, converting it with much 
hilarity to a more appropriate use, in 
their estimation, for strings to their bows 
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to be employed in the chase. A similar 
fate attended the blacksmith shop, built for 
them about the same time by the United 
States government. The iron of it was 
converted into arrow points, and the tools 
stolen away. Similar scenes accompanied 
the gift of the first cattle by government 
agents, for the purpose of ploughing and 
raising stock. No sooner were these 
agents out of sight, than they commenced 
slaughtering them and preparing them 
for food, which they devoured in joyous 
circles, accompanied with the whoop, the 
drum, and dance, after the custom of 
Indian festivals. 

It will be inexpedient in this connec- 
tion to continue their history to the pres- 
ent point of improvement, which, com- 
pared with the past, isa condition of 
elevation and happiness. Much trial 
and anxiety must have attended the 
labors in their behalf. 

I commenced my labors with this peo- 
ple in the spring of 1839. In 1842,a 
work of grace commenced, resulting in 
the hopeful conversion of a few of them, 
who united with the church. A scene of 
persecution followed, scattering a portion 
of the flock. In the fall of 1844 we re- 
organized the church with the few mem- 
bers left. These, with the numbers 
added since, mae seventy-four, —about 
one quarter of whom have been ex- 
cluded, about another quarter have died. 
The past year some have died and some 
have been added, making the present 
number about as the year preceding. 


MISCELLANY. 


THE LOOCHOO KINGDOM. 

Mr. S. Wells Williams, an assistant 
missionary of the American Board at 
Canton, furnishes for the Missionary 
Herald a pretty detailed view of the 
Lochoo Islands, (we follow the spelling 
mostly heretofore in use, as being besides 
nearer to the native pronunciation, in 


preference to Lew-hew, adopted by Mr. 
W.), to which his long residence in China, 
and the opportunity of visiting the island 
in connection with Commodore Perry’s 
squadron, give the stamp of authenticity. 
From this account we select and con- 
dense the more important statements. 
The opening of Japan to American com- 
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merce must bring American Christians 
into ever-nearer relation to the whole of 
Eastern Asia and the Asiatic islands. 

The kingdom of Loochoo consists of 
the island bearing this name (called by 
the natives Doochoo), nearly equi-dis- 
tant from Japan and China, and thirty- 
six smaller islands near it. Loochoo is 
about sixty miles long and twelve or fif- 
teen miles wide, with variegated and 
agreeable scenery, though presenting 
seaward an unimpressive, monotonous 
outline. The shores are lined with 
coral reefs, and in some cases they seem 
to have been thrown up by volcanic 
agency. The climate is healthy and 
agreeable, seldom cold enough for fires, 
while the summer heat is moderated by 
the easterly and southwesterly winds 
which alternately sweep along the coasts. 
The vegetation partakes more of a trop- 
ical character than that of the adjacent 
coasts of China, while its grapes show its 
proximity to the temperate zone. 

The people rank in stature below their 
neighbors ; the average height of a dozen 
able-bodied men was five feet one inch, 
and that of a company of gentry, a class 
noticeably taller than the laborers, was 
five feet four inches; but they are com- 
pactly built, well proportioned and gene- 
rally healthy, though th@r countenances 
indicate the depressing effect of unre- 
mitted labor. Their serious aspect is at 
once remarked by a visitor. Their com- 
plexion is a pleasant reddish olive tint, 
deepened in proportion to their exposure, 
and usually darker than that of the 
Chinese. The eyelids are less oblique 
and the cheek-bones less elevated than 
in the Chinese, which, with their low 
stature, may be regarded as proof of a 
different and southern origin. The wo- 
men hold a low position in society. Toil 
and exposure give their countenances a 
wrivkled, grimed, and careworn appear- 
ance. They do most of the marketing, 
and five or six hundred may sometimes 
be seen at once in the market at Napa, 
each attending to her basket or stall. 
The population of the island is supposed 
to exceed 100,000, nearly one-half being 
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in the cities of Napa and Shui, the rest 
distributed in villages. 

Most of them are engaged in agriculture, 
and the fields give evidence of toilsome 
cultivation. Rice is the principal pro- 
duct ; wheat, two kinds of millet, maize, 
tobacco and sugar cane are raised for 
home consumption, and plats of vege- 
tables agreeably intersperse the patches 
of grain. The vegetable productions are 
less varied than those of China. Sweet 
potatoes, pulse, egg-plants, cucumbers, 
squashes, melons and the water-lily are 
common. Fruits are not abundant and 
few trees are seen. ‘There are forests in 
the northern part of the island that fur- 
nish timber and fuel, and groves planted 
in the environs of the cities and other 
places, with some detached shade trees, 
and bamboo hedges line the streets of 
villages. 

The mechanical arts are at a low point. 
Their tools and methods of using them 
much resemble what is seen in China, but 
are ruder. In some respects the people 
seem to have lost skill which they once 
possessed, judging from ancient bridges 
and causeways. Carpenters, blacksmiths 
and some silversmiths were observed; 
rude looms and spinning wheels are com- 
mon. Cotton is bleached, dyed and 
woven, commonly in checked patterns. 
Boats are rude, mere open scows pad- 
dled by boatmen sitting on the gunwale, 
or small canoes. Junksare built on the 
Chinese model, though Japanese vessels 
of much better forms are constantly in 
port. The dwellings of the people are 
simple and rather slight thatched struc- 
tures, making at best an indifferent shel- 
ter for such a climate. The roof is sup- 
ported by a double row of posts on its 
sides, about four feet apart, and beams 
extend across to assist in upholding the 
roof in the centre. The inner posts and 
cross-beams are provided with grooves 
in which panels slide, forming the sides 
and partitions of the house. Thg space 
between the outer posts forms a porch 
sheltered from the rain. In unpleasant 
weather sashes of thin or oiled paper 
imperfectly supply the place of glass. 
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The floor, elevated about two feet from 
the ground, is usually covered with mats 
an inch thick, on which are sometimes 
spread felt carpets. On these they eat 
aud sleep, dispensing with chairs or 
tables. A few low stands for writing, 
and sometimes a sort of raised divan for 
the deposit of articles of curiosity, consti- 
tute the only furniture. The mats usu- 
ally harbor an abundance of fleas, but 
houses of the better sort are cleanly and 
their panels are ornamented with pic- 
tures. One object of every householder 
is to prevent the passers-by from looking 
into his house or yard. The entrance to 
the enclosure opens behind a dead wall, 
or at right angles with the highway. 
Most houses are entirely surrounded by 
massive walls rising to a level with the 
eaves. These walls are of unhewn 
stone, — some of them beautifully con- 
structed in a cyclopean style and after- 
wards pecked smooth with a hammer. 
In a climate where frost is unknown such 
structures remain for ages, and some of 
those seen in the streets of Napa may be 
two centuries old. 

The city of Napa lies on the river the 
mouth of which is known as Napa-kiang, 
and stretches inland from the beach for 
more than a mile. Shudi or Shui, the 
capital, about three miles distant, is built 
on the ridge and side of a hill. It is 
well built, and a stream which runs down 
the hill adds greatly to its appearance. 
The waters are collected into pools and 
tanks, its banks are connected by stone 
bridges of great durability, while the 
houses scattered along the steep sides, in- 
terspersed with trees and ledges of stone, 
give it a very picturesque appearance. 
The palace is a collection of large build- 
ings, of an ordinary description, enclosed 
by a stone wall of great solidity ; but the 
flights of stone steps, the ornamented 
triune gateways and the paved court- 
yards with detached trees and arbors, 
exhibit some skill. 

The streets of the two cities are partly 
macadamized, with open gutters at the 
sides. Some of them are wide enough 
for carriages — which, however, never 
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yet rolled over them—and the road 
which connects the two is well paved. 
But the roads generally are rough and 
neglected. The usual conveyance of 
passengers is by sedans. Horses are, 
used as beasts of burden; they are smalh 
and well proportioned, but over-worked 
and under-fed. Cattle of a small breed 
are used in ploughing. Sheep are said 
to be unknown. Fish, pork and poultry 
are the chief animal food of the people. 

The language of these islanders is a dia- 
lect of the Japanese, but so dissimilar 
that natives of the two countries can with 
difficulty converse. Chinese literature 
is more valued than the Japanese. The 
writings of Confucius and Mencius are 
the basis of morality and polity. Japa- 
nese editions of these works, provided 
with the necessary tenses aad inflections 
to facilitate perusal, are studied in the 
schools, where the sons of the gentry are 
taught the Chinese characters through 
the medium of the Japanese, pronounced 
according to their own patois. A more 
circuitous route to knowledge can hardly 
be instanced. All educated persons en- 
deavor to learn to speak Chinese ; many 
attain much readiness, adopting the Pe- 
kin pronunciation. The mass of the 
people are not educated, and hence there 
is an utter absence of those sign-boards, 
placards, government edicts, and other 
devices to attract the eyes of a reading 
people, with which the walls of Chinese 
towns are so profusely decorated. The 
Loochooans speak rapidly and indistinct- 
ly, clipping their words and frequently 
dropping intermediate consonants, as 
Shui for Shudi, which makes it difficult 
to catch the proper pronunciation. 

The kingdom acknowledges a nominal 
fealty to the Emperor of China, to whom 
a small annual present is sent, but is 
really subject to Japan, having been for 
two centuries under the sway of the 
Prince of Satzuma. But be has left the 
hereditary monarchy and all the internal 
administration apparently as undisturbed 
as if the nation were independent, ex- 
ercising control by a secret 1esidency and 
receiving a certain tribute. Asin Japan, 
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(see our last volume, p. 146,) a system 
of espionage is observed, by means of 
which an intensely absolute government 
is maintained without any display of 
military power. Fear does the work of 
force. No soldiers, no arms of any kind, 
are to be seen, which led Capt. Basil 
Hall to infer their non-existence, and to 
ascribe to the people an amiability and 
inoffensiveness of character beyond the 
truth of the case. They have indeed 
treated visitors with marked courtesy 
and kindness. But such is the policy of 
the government, that no occasion of of- 
fence may be given to other nations, 
Vessels have received supplies for which 
no one would accept remuneration, — be- 
cause the people seem to be afraid to 
have intercourse with foreigners or to re- 
ceive anything from them. The ro- 
mantic features of society in pagan lands, 
alas, will not bear a near inspection.* 
The Loochooans always speak of China 
with respect, but scarcely speak of Japan 
at all, and profess great ignorance when 
questioned respecting it. 

Their religion partakes of the charac- 
ter of that of China and Japan. From 
the former they derive the worship of 
ancestors and the adoration of Confucius. 
The worship of stones and of the bastard 
banian tree is common, the former to 
propitiate the gods of grain, the latter to 
obtain long life. No mission has been 
successfully established here. Dr. Bet- 
telheim, supported by a British “ Naval 
Missionary Society,” took up his abode 
here, and has for years lived in forced 
seclusion, toilsomely learning the lan- 
guage, but unable to gain the least com- 
munication with the people. The open- 
ing of Japan may probably relax the ex- 
clusiveness of Loochoo. The concluding 
remarks of Mr. Williams are very just. 

“One cannot but observe, when con- 
sidering this little kingdom on the con- 


* Hobbs maintained that war is the natural state 
ofman. Napoleon (the first) may never have stated 
this to himself as a principle, but his view of the 
Loochooans suggests an implication of it. When 
told that they had neither soldiers nor offensive wea- 
pons, he exclaimed, “ No fire-arms, no weapons of 
any sort! How in the world do they fight??? ~—as 
if there was no living without fighting. 
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fines of the vast Pacific, the effects of a 
government well organized in all its 
branches, supported and recommended 
by acknowleged principles and institu- 
tions, and a system of jurisprudence and 
education, in preserving the nationality 
of the people, obtaining the respect of 
their neighbors, and on the whole se. 
curing the necessary comfort of all its 
subjects. Here we see a population in- 
ferior to Hawaiians and New Zealanders 
in personal prowess, intelligence and ac- 
tivity, enjoying greater comforts, main- 
taining their position, and securing the 
respect of their two powerful neighbors 
from whom they have derived nearly all 
their civilization. All their institutions 
are acknowledged, and nothing rests on 
brute force. Confucius is the standard 
of right, and not the war-club. Schools 
and a regular series of officers are up- 
held ; so that the taboo, cannibalism, and 
the atrocious crimes conmon in other 
Pacific Isles, have no countenance. The 
benefits of a written language are also 
conspicuous ; and although the Loochoo- 
an scholar has two of the most difficult 
tongues in the world to master, in the 
Chinese and Japanese, they are over- 
come; he learns to read, and thereby 
gives his tribute to the importance and 
value of a written medium to perpetuate 
the existence of any people. ... It is to be 
hoped that no European or American 
arm will ever be raised to destroy what 
China and Japan have so long respected, 
and which had far better be Christian- 
ized and elevated.” 


MISSIONS TO THE JEWS. 


The Church of Scotland has been dis- 
tinguished for a peculiar interest in the 
conversion of the Jews, a sentiment 
which the Free Church also cherishes. 
The “ Jewish Scheme” of each holds a 
prominent place in their foreign opera- 
tions. 

The Missionary Record of the Estab- 
lished Church publishes a letter from a 
friend sojourning in Baden, which gives 
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an interesting view of the condition and 
prospects of the Jews in Germany. 
They live scattered through the towns 
and villages, requiring the missionaries, 
like the Seventy, to enter “into every 
city.” The first requisite to success, 
—to win their confidence — is in a good 
measure obtained. But the obstacles to 
the reception of the gospel are great. 
We are too apt to conceive of the Jews 
as firm believers in the Old Testament ; 
and again, reading the Old Testament 
with the light shed upon it by the New, 
it is not easy for us to conceive of the 
impression it makes on one who is fur- 
nished with no such key to its contents. 
Unhappily, the law, which might prove 
a schoolmaster to bring them to Christ, is 
toa great degree made void by their tradi- 
tions. These are recorded in the talmuds, 
which to the more strict Jewish party 
have an authority superior to that of the 
Scriptures. Revolting from such a faith, 
multitudes have embraced a scepticism 
differing only in name from that which 
has deluged the national churches of 
Germany. “To the modern Jew, Mes- 
siah is no longer a person — the Son of 
David — the deliverer of Isracl. He is 
merely the type of an era — the symbol 
of a universal reign of righteousness and 
truth yet to be exhibited on earth. The 
other portions of their creed are equally 
vague. According to them, it matters 
little what may be the articles of a 
man’s belicf. Ileathenism, Judaism and 
Christianity, are all alike manifestations 
of the religious element of our nature. 
In names they differ, in reality they are 
the same. Such are the two great par- 
ties into which the German Jews are at 
present divided. The majority, how- 
ever, appear to halt between these two 
apinions, — believing they know not 
what — having a religion only in name 
—reverencing the Old Testament Scrip- 
tures, even while in many cases they are 
doubtful of their claim to have been 
given by inspiration of God.” 

Thus the missionary is often compelled 
to vindicate to the Jews the claims of 
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the Prophets and the Psalms can be 
made witnesses for a Messiah already 
come. Even when these are admitted, 
their testimony is not received without a 
determined resistance. They cannot 
understand the revelation of God’s love 
in the gospel. To them He is “a cold, 
strict Rabbi, who will exact his due even 
to the uttermost farthing.” They stumble 
at the cross: a crucified Messiah cannot 
be the successor of David on the throne 
of Israel. The claims of Jesus to divine 
honors seem blasphemous. They repel 
the mystery of the Incarnation. The 
veil is on their hearts. 

Against these obstacles persevering 
labor,with the blessing of Him who hath 
not cast off his people, has won converts 
to the gospel. They are few in number, 
but they are regarded as only “ the out- 
ward signs of a great internal movement. 
The Jewish mind is becoming gradually 
leavened by Christianity. Already there 
are many who, like Joseph of Arimathea, 
are secretly disciples of Jesus, though as 
yet they have not openly professed his 
name. Others are anxious for instrue- 
tion, and either come to the missionary’s 
house or eagerly welcome his visits.” 
And as they have suffered from the de- 
clension of pure religion in the churches 
of Germany, so the partial revival of 
evangelical piety there may be regarded 
as auspicious of good to the Jews, 
through the healthful influence of a true 
Christian example. It is calculated that 
one half of the Jews scattered through 
the world speak the German language. 
Every success, therefore, that is won in 
that country, hastens the time when “ all 
Israel shall be saved.” 


AMERICAN AND FOREIGN BIBLE 
SOCIETY. 


By the Annual Report of this institu- 
tion presented at its meeting in May last, 
it appears that the receipts last year 
amounted to $46,097 31, and the dis- 
bursements to $46,390. There was 


their own Scriptures, before the Law, 


besides a large sum raised for the pur- 
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chase of the site of the new Bible House 
in Nassau street. The sum of $6,000, 
to make up the $55,000 required for this 
purpose, was pledged in the course of the 
annual meeting. There were issued 
from the depository 12,176 bibles and 
38,856 testaments ; of which 5,283 bibles 
and 10,050 testaments were issued for 
gratuitous distribution by individuals, 
churches, auxiliary societies, and other 
religious bodies. 

Distribution abroad has been made in 
Canada, New Mexico, Germany, France, 
Bengal, Orissa, Assam, Burmah and 
China; to the amount, in all, of $24,750, 
“ with a certain prospect of a still larger 
sum being requisite for carrying forward 
this work in the ensuing year.” Among 
the objects that are regarded as claiming 
increased attention the report alludes to 
the circulation of the Chinese New Testa- 
ment in California among the large pop- 
ulation speaking that language, and a 
more active distribution in China itself, 
and bible colportage in New Mexico and 
in Burmah. 


There were enfdlled last year 523 life 
members and fifteen life directors. The 
society’s building, then nearly completed, 
is expected to pay for itself by income 
from rents, and ultimately to yield a 
revenue for general purposes. 

In that part of the report referring to 
Burmah, the following paragraphs 
appear : 


“We regret to see from the circular 
statement, issued from the Printing 
House for the year ending 1st of Octo- 
ber last, that nothing has been done for 
some years in printing any portion of the 
Scriptures in Burmese. The New Tes- 
tament is nearly exhausted, nor are there 
remaining any copies of the Old, except 
the unwieldy quarto Bible printed four- 
teen years since, and which it seems to 
be the deliberate purpose of those assum- 
ing the exclusive control in this matter to 
keep on hand as long as possible, and 
refuse to employ it in the manner so 
earnestly desired by the honored Judson, 
the translator and reviser of that Bible. 


“Your Board have also regretted to 
learn that the proposition to prepare and 
issue a Burmese Reference Testament, 
which last year was proposed in the 
Report from the Maulmain Printing 
Department of the Mission, and was 
hailed by us with satisfaction, and thas 
noticed in our last Report, has been re- 
pudiated altogether, and such restrictions 
put upon the press as gives little ground 
for hope of its enlarged usefulness in pub- 
lication of the Scriptures.” 

A marginal note, referring to the 
second of these paragraphs, adds, 

“ Since this report was read we have 
been gratified with the following very 
decided testimony from the committee 
on the Burman Mission of the Board 
of Managers of the Missionary Union. 
The report, from which this extract is 
taken, was unanimously adopted. The 
hope, therefore, that it will be acted on, 
may reasonably be cherished. This is 
the statement : 

“* In view of the numerous conver- 
sions and growing anxiety among the 
people to know the true religion, your 
committee would advise that a wider 
and larger circulation of God’s Word 
may be necessary, so that no awakened 
sinner, or religiously disposed family, 
may be without its solemn warnings, its 
holy counsels, and its precious pro- 
mises.’” 

We are at a loss to account for the 
publication, in such a document, of 
statements so entirely erroneous as these. 
A clause in the first paragraph, which we 
have taken the liberty of underlining, 
conveys the idea that some restraint has 
been imposed on the circulation of the 
Scriptures. We say nothing of the im- 
plication in the word “assuming.” 
It is enough to say that no rule, order, 
or suggestion even, has emanated from 
the Executive Committee, to limit the 
freedom of the missionaries in this re- 
spect. A certain p’an of general distri- 
bution, proposed by Dr. Judson about 
fourteen years ago, but rendered im- 
practicable on a large scale by the exclu- 
sion of missionaries from Burmah Proper, 
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was called to mind by the recent British 
conquest. The Board of the Bible 
Society offered to furnish any amount of 
funds required to carry it into effect. 
The subject was laid before the Conven- 
tion of missionaries at Maulmain last 
year. A report, by a committee of ex- 
perienced and judicious men, pronounced 
the plan impracticable, with any number 
of missionaries now or likely to be in the 
field, without a sacrifice of ordinary and 
n:cessary evangelical labor; and also, in 
their judgment, less judicious than the 
usual mode of distribution. ‘The report 
was unanimously adopted. It is not easy 
to see how such a body of missionaries 
could properly be coerced into a measure 
which they so regarded ; we are sure that 
Dr. Judson, were he living, would be the 
last man to attempt it. 

Whatever rules have been adopted 
with respect to the press, they impose 
no other restrictions than such as are 
needed to restrain the printer from pub- 
lishing at the expense of the Board books 
not first deliberately approved by compe- 
tent judges. They were adopted only 
after careful consultation with the mis- 
sionaries in Maulmain and elsewhere, 
who must be presumed to understand 
what measures are adapted to promote | 
the “usefulness” of the press. 

The preparation of the Burmese 
Reference Testament is suspended by 
the return of the missionary engaged in 
it to this country, as the completion of 
Dr. Judson’s Burmese Dictionary was 
hindered in 1845-6, 


If the committee of the Board of 
Managers meant to convey the idea that 
they “ advised” anything new, they will 
be happy to learn that they were mis- 
taken. They cannot desire more earnest- 
ly than does every missionary in 
Burmah, “that no awakened sinner, or 


religiously disposed family, may be with- 
And each mis- 


out” the Word of God. 
sionary is free to impart the Scriptures 
to as many persons as he pleases, in the 
exercise of his own judgment and obser- 
vation. 
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Attentive readers of the Magazine do 


not need these explanations, but the 
source of the statements we have quoted 
has seemed to require them. 


AMERICAN BAPTIST PUBLICATION 
SOCIETY. 


By the thirtieth annual Report, pre- 

sented in Philadelphia in May last, it 

appears that 32,149,000 pages were 

printed last year, in different sizes, equal 

to 43,977,000 pages 18mo, of which 
6,909,000 pages were of new publica- 

tions. The society's catalogue now num- 
bers 450 publications, of which 208 are 
bound volumes. Of the tracts fifteen 
are in German and three in French. 
Among the publications of the last year 
are The Baptismal Balance, by J. N. 
Brown, Bunsen’s View of Baptism, by 
I. Chase, Life in Judea, by M. T. Rich- 
ards, Memorials of Baptist Martyrs, by 
J. N. Brown, and biographies of Wil- 
liam Carey, Menno, and Mrs. S. D. 
Comstock. Among the contemplated 
issues are the Works of John Foster, 
Manuals of Baptist Theology, Church 
Polity and Church History, and the Life 
and Sermons of Christmas Evans, be- 
sides publicaticns in several foreign lan- 
guages. Particular attention is given to 
the Sunday School department; a new 


| Sunday schcol -hymn-book is in press. 


The receipts were $49,612, 68, the 
expenditures $49,552, 12. Thirteen life- 
managers and sixty-eight life-members 
have been added during the year. 

Sixty-two colporteurs have been under 
appointment, of whom thirteen were 
students laboring only for short periods. 
These travelled 28,892 miles; sold 18,- 
866, and granted 609 volumes; distrib- 
uted 235,308 pages of tracts; visited 
3,758 vessels and canal boats; made 32,- 
690 visits to families; held 1,081 prayer 
meetings; preached 1,558 sermons; re- 
port 347 hopeful conversions; founded 
seven Sanday schools ; administered 282 
baptisms and organized ten churches. 
The cost of these labors was a fraction 
over $5000. 


4 
+ 
J 
\ 
tal 
4) 
J 
4 


= 


398 Miscellany.— Letters 


Srom Missionaries. 


(September, 


Application has been made to the so-; Canada frontier; six in Pennsylvania 


ciety to engage in colporteur work/and two in Delaware. 


The rest were 


abroad, —in France, Sweden, and South | distributed in the northwestern states and 


Africa. Tracts have been sent to Hayti 
with good effect. 


,| territories, and in New Mexico, Califor. 
nia,and Oregon. Twenty-one preach in 


The building fund of $25,000 has been | French, German, Polish, Swedish, Dan- 
secured. But on consultation it was de-| ish, Norwegian, Dutch, or Spanish, or in 


cided to be unadvisable to expend it in| one of three Indian dialects. 


enlarging the premises now occupied 


The num- 
,| ber of stations and outstations supplied 


and it was determined to ask for $30,-|is 612; thirty ministers have been or- 


000 additional, of which $12,000 was! dained, 


sixty-seven churches 


organ- 


pledged in advance. The society voted | ized, 1322 persons baptized, twenty-two 
to endeavor to raise the remaining $18,-| church edifices completed and twenty- 
000. $20,000 are also asked, to increase | four in process of building. The 
the publishing capital of the society./ churches aided by the society have con- 
This is solicited in order to enlarge its | tributed $6,478 11, besides about $20,800 
operations in other languages, to estab-| for the support of their own ministers. 


lish depositories in different parts of the 


For the present year it is estimated 


country, and to prosecute the prepara-| that thirty-six men should be added to 
tion and publication of a history of the|the present number of missionaries, 


Baptists. 


AMERICAN BAPTIST HOME MISSION 
SOCIETY. 

The Annual Report mentions the de- 
cease during the last year of thirty direct- 
ors and members of the society. Fifty- 
nine directors and 582 members were 
enrolled during the year. 


the Secretaries and Treasurer. The 
receipts last year were $62,730 26, the 
disbursements $58,427; and there were 
liabilities due April 1st sufficient to ex- 
haust the balance and leave a deficiency 
of a little more than $1000. 

The board felt required by various con- 
siderations to conduct its missionary oper- 
ations “ with much reference to prominent 
localities in different portions of our field, 
and to the extending frontier settlements 
ofourcountry.” A mission among the Chi- 
nese in California, proposed last year, has 
not been commenced, but the purpose is 
not abandoned. 184 missionaries and 
agents were employed during the year, 
of whom 56 were new appointments. 
Ten, under appointment some portion of 
the year, need no further aid from the 
society. 

Nine of the missionaries labored in 


which would require a contribution of 
over $75,000. 

There bave been received and dis- 
bursed $5,678 for aid in erecting church 
edifices. For this object and for pur- 
poses of general education, a further 
sum of $30,300 is asked for, making the 
whole wants of the society this year 


A fund of about $103,400. 
$25,000 is proposed for the support of 


LETTERS FROM MISSIONARIES. 


Arracan. 


C. C. Moong, Dec, 17, Jan. 13, 19, Feb. 4, March 
2,17, April 3, May 5. 12, 14.—A.'T. Ross, Dee. 20, 
Feb. 20, Apr. 5.—Mrs. 8. H. Knapp, Jan. 16. 


Bassein. 


J. S. Beecner, Dec. ?, Jan. 26, March 3, April 12. 
—H. L. Van Meter, Dec. 13, Jan. 21, March 
April 14.—J. L. DovGiass, April 24. 


Rangoon. 


Burman Mission, March 24.—J. H. Vinton, Oct. 
7, Nov. 7, Dec. 9, 26, Jan 14,26, Feb. 18 (2), Mareh 13, 
?, April 18.—E. Kincarp. Dec. 11.—J. Dawson, Dec. 
11, 20, Jan. 20, Feb. 3, 16, April 1, 19, 18 —L. Incas, 
Dec. 19, Jan. 2, 18 (2), Feb. 18, March 2, 18, April 
18, 19.—Mrs. Incas, Jan. 2.—D. L. Brayroy, 
Dec. 13, Jan. 12, 26, 3), Feb. 13, April 13.—A. R. By 
Crawter, April 27. 


Maulmain. 


Karen Misst0n, Dec.?, Feb. 15.—C. Bennett, Dee, 
8, Jan. 14, Feb. 13, j. Feb. 16—24, March 2, April 15, 
18.—C. Hipsarp, Dec. 16, 31, Jan. 10.—J. Wane, 
Dee. 28 (2), April 18. 


Burman Mission, March 2, Feb. 15.—M. Hf. Brxny, 
Dee. 28, 31, Jan. 17, March 2. 16, May 1.—T. 8. Rar- 
nev, Dec. 30, Jan. 26, Feb. 28, March 3, 30, April 
18, 29. —J. M. Hasweut, Feb. 16, March 20.—B. A. 


Canada and one in New York, near the 


Stevens, March 15, May 25. 
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Tavoy. 


B. C. Tuomas, j. Dec. 16—30, 26, April 8. Mrs. T., 
March 13.—T. Jan. 6.—J. Bensamiy, Jan. 
18, April 3. 


v Shwaygyeen. 
N. Hanais, Jan. 2, 26, March 20. 


Toungoo. 


F. Mason, Dec. 12, Jan, 16,23, March 15,19, April 
£0, June 2, 19.—Mrs. Mason, Dec. 22. 


Siam. 

W. Asuwore, Nov. 17 (2), March 1, 20.—Miss H. 
fl. Mouss, Nov. 22.—S. J. Surra, Dec. 22, Jan. 21, 
23. 

Hongkong. 


J. Jonnson, Dec. 26, Jun. 10, 26, Feb. 24, March 
11, April 21. 

Ningpo. 

Mission, Jan. 2—D. J. Maccoway, Dec. 2, Jan. 
3,2, (me. May 25,) Feb. ?, March 24 —J. Gopparp, 
March 14 (2). 

Assam. 


Misston, April 25.—N. Brown, Dec. 8, Feb. 14 (2), 
March 20,—Mrs. Brown, Jan. 3.—1. J. Sropparp, 
Dee. 15 (2), 19, Jan. 9, 30, Feb. 11, 24, March 9, 14, 
April, 4, 14 (2).—A. H. Dayrorin, March 3.—W. 
Wap, March 17.—Mrs. Bronson, March 17, April 
21, Mrs. Daiinte, April 20. 


Nellore, 
L. Jewert, Feb. 4, 21, March 7, 20, May 4. 


Bassas, 
J. 8. Goopman, Nov. 26, Dec. 8, Jan. 9. 28, Feb. 11. 


France. 


E. Wittarp, Feb. 16, March 11, 15, 25 (2), April 
19, 20, June 24. 


Germany. 
G. W. Leamann, April 20. 


Greece. 

Misston, March 2.—A. N. Arnoxp, Feb. 10, 17, 
March 10, April 8 (2). 26, May 1.—K. F. Buet, Feb. 
17, July 11; Mrs. B. June 27.—Mrs. H. E. Dickson, 
March 11. 


Ojibwas. 
A. Bincaam, June 30, July 3. 


Shawanoes, &c. 


J.G. Pratt, Feb. 26 (2), April 10.—F. Barger, 
March 27 (2), April 13, July 138.—J. 
ay 


Cherokees, 


W. P. Upsam, Feb. 14, March 14, April 14, Ma: 
ms — Jones, March 4, 13, 18, 24, May 5, 6, 18, 
June 2. 


DONATIONS. 
RECEIVED IN JuLy, 1854. 
Maine. 


Banzor, Ist ch., Royal Clarke tr., to 
cons. Joseph Wing L. M., 100; 
Jefferson, Ist ch. and soc. 10; Bel- 
fast, ch., mon. con. 10; China, Ist 
ch. and cong. 20; 1 

Cumberland Asso. : Brunswick, Main 
at. ch., mon. con. 6; Auburn, ch. 
16.41; 8. Sch. 1.50; Lodowick 
Waterman, with other donas, to 


Donations. 


cons. hims. L. M., 45; per Rev. HH. 
. Estes, agent, 68.91 
Kennebec Asso.: Waterville, Mrs ©. 
T Ellis, per Rev. H.C. E.agent, 5.00 
Waldo Asso. Vassalboro’, Mrs. Fair- 
field, per Rev. H.C E., agent, 1.50 
Washington Asso.: Cherry field, ch. 
13.08; East Machias, ch. 5.37; per 
Rev. H. C. E., agent, 18.43 
Lincoln Asso. : Camden, 2d ch., per 
Rev. H. C. E., agent, 10.50 
Oxford Asso. : Norway, John Bird 1; 
Turner, ch., mon. con. 24; Buck- 
field, a friend 1; Bethel, ch. 5; 
per Rey. Li. C. E., agent, 3100 
— 25% 


New Hampshire. 


State Convention, Milford Asro., 
Nashua ch., to cons. Samuel Tuck 


L. M., 
Contoocook Village, E. 8. G. Elliott, 
for Burman missions, 


Vermont. 


Hardwick, ch. 23.83; Johuson, ch. 
23; Georgia, ch. 6.25; Fairfax, J. 
D. Farnsworth 10; Miss 8. F. Bar- 
ker 10; Essex, ch. Colches- 
ter, ch. 2; Hinesburgh, ch. 16.25; 
Kast Charlotte, ch. 11 60; Bristol, 
ch. 4: Addison, ch. 13.35; Brid- 
port. John B. Huntley 3; per Rev. 
J. Alden, agent, 
— 130.388 


Massachusetts. 


Boston, Mrs. E. H. Thurston, for 
Assam Orph. Sch., 2; Charles 
st. ch., mon. con. 14.50; Fi-ke- 
dale, Ladies Beney. Soc., M. Louisa 
Westgate, for sup. of Zenas L. 
Leonard in Miss Vintou’s sch., 
Maulmain, 12; Dorchester, Ist ch., 
mon. con. 11; Brighton, Ist ch. 
40; Lawrence, ch., Ladies Miss. 
Soc., Mary B. F. Brown tr., to 
cons. Rey. Artemas W. Sawyer L. 
M., 106.25; Milibury, ch. 63.85; 
Lynn, ch. 20 ; Chelmsford, Ist ch. 


; 2 
Sandisfield, ch., per Rev. J. Alden, 
agent, 


Rhode Island. 


State Convention, R. B. Chapman 
tr.; Providence, Ist ch., mon. con. 
11:.14; Young Ladies Miss. Soc., 
Miss Abby G. Beckwith tr., 40; 
Pawtuxet, ch. and soc. 25 ; 179.14 
Fruit Hill, ch., mon. con. 5; 8. Sch., 
to sup. a native Karen preacher, 


— 209.14 
Connecticut. 


Suffield, Literary Institute, Lesbian 
and Missionary Soc., Adaline M. 
Judson sec., to sup. Lavinia M. 
Parker in Maulmain Normal Sch., 
10 ; Newtown, for the deficiency, 
2; Woodstock, 2d ch. 17; 


New York. 


Owego, E. 8. Buckbee 2; Naples, 
Elisha B. Hurlbert 5; Troy, North 
ch., for Avsam Orph. Sch., 25 ; 

Black Kiver Asso. : 64; Lorraine, ch. 
15; Daniel Hall 5; Albert 8. Gil- 
lett 25; Malcolm G. Cook 10; Em- 
eline L. Smith 2.26; Mrs. Susan 
Smith 8; Susan H. Smith 1; Rod- 
man, friends 16.40; Adams Village, 
ch. 7.50; Aaron Colton, to cons. 
Walter Colton L. M., 100; Leyden, 


82.00 
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ch. 74.74; Fem. B. Sor. 29.50; Pennsylvania. 
Belleville, ch. 29; . B. Soe. 11; 
Mrs. Be bw Philadelphia, Broad st ch., Female 
2; Lowville, ch., with other donas. Ane 
to cons. Geo. 8. Smith L. M., 56.- Re di Eaten, 
81; Adams Centre, ch. 2; Car- ROM. COM. 10; 8. Sch. 
thage, ch. 3; Mrs. P. Robinson 1; 13 ; 

Mrs. Reed 50 cts.; Mrs. Terry 25 
cts.; Rhoda Barker 1; Philadel- Ohio. 


phia, ch. 2.90; Lydia White 1; 
Mrs. Shaw 50 ets.; with other 


donas. to cons. Rey. V. R. Waters Ye * y is- 
Daniel Hall, Albert 8. Gillet, Rev. 


12991 
Philander Persons and Malcolm @. 
a Cleveland, Seneca et. 8. Sch., to sup. 
— L. M., per Rev. H. A. Smith, 3. M. Hoyt and Mary Brayton Pr 

Broowe anil Tioga Asso. : Maine, ch., 

Rev. H. A. 8., agent, valle, ch. 2 5 Newport, ch. 35 ; Day- 
ton, Wayne st. 8. Sch. 11; Fair- 

Cayuga Asso. : Ira, ch. 38 cts. ; Ska- mount, Theo. Sem. Soc. of Inquir. 
neateles, ch., for the deficiency, 7; 28.80: Acne, Troy 
per Rev. H. A. 8. agent, Seb. 1: Paincsvilic, M.A’ 

Cortland Asso.: Truxton, ch., per 
Rev. H. A. 8., agent ? ’ 4 Williams and family 1; Ohio Asso., 

Madison Asso. : Rev. Silas Spaulding Bouteh, per Rov. ovens, 120 
5; Lenox, ch. 18.20; Fenner, ch. agent, pases vi 
10; p.r Kev. IL. A. 8., agent, 33.20 

River 15.03; D. B. Indiana. 

rockett tr., 10; Little Falls, ch. 
80; Newport, ch. 17; Norway, ch. Northern Indiana Asso, W. H. 
3; Charles C. Smith 10; Salis- Whitehead tr.: Rolling Prairie, 
bury, Mite Soc., for sup. of Mr. ch. 6; Door Village, Fem. Miss. 
eBronson, 20; Sch., to educate J. W. Whitehead (3 years 
an Assamese child, 22.52; Mohaw old) 1; 
ch. 2; Pleasant Valley, ch. B78 Yellow Creek, ch. 4.25 ; Elkhart River 
Mrs. Maria RK. Houston L. 7.16; pee Rev. J. Stevens, 
-, per Rev. H. A. &., agent 185.30 agent, 

Onondaga Asso.: Vesper, ch. 1.30; 
Plank Road, ch. 7; Tully, ch. 9.12; Illinois. 
Fabius, ch. 15; per Rev. H. A. &., 
agent, $2.42 Albion (Edwards co ) Asso,, for de- 

Otsego Asso.: Warren, ch. 1.50; ficiency, by Jos. Applegate, per 
ch. 7; per Rev. H. A. J. agent, 

+, agent 8.50 ena, ch. 

St. Lawrence Asso. : Gouverneur, ch. 
50.14; Richville. ch. 10.50; Ste- 
phen Paine 2; Miss 8. 0. Neal 2; Michigan. 
Burke, ch 8.63; Mrs. Nancy Smith 
2; Rev. E. Swith 1.40; three S. Bellevue, ch. 

owley 1; Julia 8. Rowley 1.50; j 
Phylander Smith 17 cts. of ‘Wisconsin. 
Keeler 4.50; Mrs. C. H. Row- 
ley 4; Chateaguay, friends of Beaver Dam, ch. A 
nissions 3.36, Malone, ch. 27.- ‘ Missouri. 
8$; Mrs. Edna G. Babcock 2; 
Asaph W. Leavitt2; Wesley P. St. Louis, 2d ch., for German chapels, 
Harmon 1.50; Wesley Harmon 35 ; 
Ebenezer Harmon 4; James Noble Nova Scotia. 
1; Eunice Van Ornun 25cts. ; Rev. 
H. Main 1; 8. Wolcott, Jr. 1; Nova Scotia For. Miss. Soc., J. W. 

Madrid, ch. 10.55; Fem. B. Soc. Barss tr., 300; Wolfville, John W. 

1.25; with other donas. to cons. Barss, to cons. himself L. M., 100; 400.00 
Kev. Hiram Main and John A. 
Leavitt L. M., per Rev. H. A. 8., 
agent, 178.61 . 

Genesee Asso.: Bennington, ch. 9; Legacies. 
Perry, ch. 50.11; Attica, ch. 11.50; . 
Ba;avia and Pembroke, ch. 12.10 ; Warren, Me., William L. Starrett, 
Le Roy, ch., to cons. Lovain 0. Abagail Starrett Exr., per Key. IL, 
Coman L. M., 100; La Grange, ch. C. Estes, agent, 

30; Middlebury, ch. 2.75; Rich- Lafargeville, N. ¥., Eunice Shephard- 
ville, ch. 260; Warsaw, ch. 2.50; son, per Rev. H. A. Smith, agent, 

r Rey. 8. M. Osgood, agent. 221.56 

River Asso.: Burns, ch. per 
Rev. S. M. O., agent, 756 

Seneca Asso. : Kowulas, ch., for the 
deficiency, 15; Danby, ch. “ BE. M. Total from April Ist toJuly 31st, 1954, ¢22,860.76. 
K.” tor the deficieucy, 3; per Rev. 

Amity, ch., Mr. 18: Donations in Clothing and Goods. 
Cutler, per Rev. 8. M. O., agent, 


“da 

> 


$3,676.50 


Providence, R. 1.,1 box for Miss E. 
8. Moree. 

New York City, Am. & For. Bible 

New Jersey. Soc., 1 box Bibles aud Testaments 

for Kev L. Ingalls, 

Burlington, ch., for sup. of two na- Puiladelphia, Pa., David Jayne, M. 
tive preachers under the direction D., 2 boxes medicines for Key. L. 
of Rev. Mr. Harris, Jewett, 

Unknown, 1 box for Rev. I. J. 
Stoddard. {109.00 
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